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1.0  INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 BACKGROUND 

Joe McConville & Associates, Chartered Environmentalists, were commissioned by John 
McCarthy to undertake an Ecological Impact Assessment and an Appropriate Assessment of a 
3.75ha site at Bloomfield Park, Bracklin Road, Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford. 

1.2 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
 
This proposed strategic housing development (SHD) consists of the construction of 100 
dwellings and a new vehicular and pedestrian access via the Bracklin Park Link Road. In addition, 
all other site services and works to enable the development of the site will also be provided 
including car and cycle parking, bin/bike/estate stores, ESB substations, associated roadworks 
and services connections, a large quantity of public and communal open space, boundary 
treatment works and landscaping.  

The site is approximately 3.75 hectares area and it is located approximately 1km north-west of 
Edgeworthstown town centre. Access to the proposed development will be via the Bracklin Park 
Link Road, which road serves an existing housing development known as Bracklin Park. The 
location of the site is illustrated in Figure 1 below.  

 

Figure 1 – Site outlined in Edgeworthstown Zoning Map 

See Satellite image of the Site below at Figure 2, outlined in dashed yellow lines. 
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Figure 2 – Satellite Image of Site 

• The proposed development is designed to sit within existing field boundaries, which are 
delineated by mature hedgerow for the most part. Construction and maintenance works will 
utilise existing field openings where available and any proposed house units and internal roads 
have been position so as not to interfere with the existing hedgerow. Accordingly the majority 
of hedgerow will be retained in its entirety. 

 
• A detailed landscaping planting scheme has been proposed, which will embellish the existing 

habitats and vegetation.  
 
• The majority of the proposed house units will have rear gardens adjacent to the perimeter of 

the site and all other dwellings have been proposed in areas that are overlooking the existing 
hedgerow along the western boundary of the site that extends across the site to the north east. 
The design has ensured that dwellings are set back from existing mature hedgerow where 
possible – see Figure 3 below, which is an extract of the proposed Landscape Layout showing 
the position of the dwellings relative to the existing hedgerow. 
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Figure 3 – Proposed Site Layout 

 

 
• The proposed housing development has been designed to fit into existing field parcels where 

possible. Hedgerow will only be removed at a location where the internal road crosses the 
hedgerow near proposed unit 60. A minor section will also be removed to facilitate pedestrian 
access through same to the north of the site. The layout of dwellings in each field has been 
designed to maintain a set-back buffer from all drainage ditches, treelines and hedges where 
applicable. 

 
• A detailed landscaping planting scheme has been proposed by CSR Landscape Architects, 

which will mitigate any loss of existing habitats and vegetation. The proposed landscaping 
scheme will also enhance the existing natural features of the site and the proposed planting 
will be appropriate to the local setting, location and the wider context of the site.  

 
1.3 Site Drainage – Surface Water Proposals 

 
There are existing surface water streams draining through the site from the adjoining lands to 
the north (from the existing open drain off the Bracklin Road) and to the north west (from the 
open fields). The water flows down through streams in the various drainage ditches in the site 
toward the south west, where the streams eventually discharge into the existing piped surface 
water drainage network to the south of the drainage way leave area near Abhainn Glas housing 
estate. From there, the network discharges into the Black River further south.   
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It is proposed to channel this existing surface water from the nearest point it enters the site, 
through the existing open stream running in the centre of the site, where it eventually 
discharges to the south, into the public surface water network. This existing surface water which 
originates from outside the site boundary will not be attenuated nor filtered as it passes through 
the site and it will discharge to the same point it is currently discharging in the south part of the 
site. The central open stream will facilitate the movement of that surface water through the site 
and this stream is located beside proposed open space areas.  

 
Regarding surface water from within the proposed site, which will be produced during 
construction and operation stages, this will be cleaned and attenuated in a separate drainage 
network, prior to being discharged into the existing public surface network at a controlled rate. 

 
1.4 Site Drainage – Waste Water Proposals 

 
Wastewater from the proposed development at Bloomfield Park will connect to the 
Edgeworthstown Wastewater Treatment Plant. Irish Water have confirmed in a pre-connection 
enquiry that the development can be facilitated. 
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2.0 Legislation & Planning Policy 
 
2.1 Council Directives 
 
Council Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats of Wild Fauna and Flora (92/43/EEC) (The 
Habitats Directive) 
 
The main aim of the Directive is to promote the maintenance of biodiversity through the conservation 
of natural habitats and wild species listed on the Annexes of the Directive. Member States are required 
to take measures to maintain or restore, at favorable conservation status, biodiversity whilst taking 
account of economic, social, cultural requirements and regional and local characteristics.    It gives 
effect to site and species protection measures through establishment of the Natura 2000 network and 
designation of European Sites including Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protected 
Areas (SPA). It also establishes a list of species (other than birds) whose habitats must be protected to 
secure their survival. These priority species and habitats are subject to a higher level oi protection. 
The Directive also requires appropriate assessment of any plan or project not directly connected with 
or necessary to the management of a European Site, but likely to have significant effects upon a 
European site, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects. 
 
Council Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds (2009/147/EC) (The Birds Directive) 
 
The Directive provides a framework for the conservation and management of, and human interactions 
with, wild birds in Europe. It makes provisions for the maintenance of the wild bird populations across 
their natural range; conserves the habitats for rare or vulnerable species listed in Annex I and of 
migratory species through the classification of SPAs and provides protection for all wild birds. 
 
 
2.2 IRISH LEGISLATION 
 
S.I. No. 355 of 2015 provides that The Wildlife Act 1976, the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000, the 
Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2010, the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2012, the European Communities 
(Birds and Natural Habitats) (Restrictions of  the Use of  Poison  Bait) Regulations 2010 (S.I.  481 of  
2010),  the  European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 the European 
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) (Amendment) Regulations 2013, and the European 
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) (Amendment) Regulations 2015, Flora (Protection) Order 
2015, All Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021-2025, National Peatlands Strategy 2016, National Biodiversity 
Action Plan – Actions for Biodiversity 2017-2021 shall be construed together as one. 
 
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 to 2015 
 
The Regulations give effect to requirements relating to the designation of protected sites under the 
Birds Directive and Habitats Directive. The Regulations provide for the protection and management of 
European Sites and place obligations on all competent authorities to have regard to the requirements 
of the Habitats Directive. The Regulations also provide for the protection of species of European 
importance. 
 
Wildlife Acts 1976 to 2012 
 
The Acts provides for inter alia the protection of wildlife. The Acts prohibit the intentional killing, 
taking or injuring of certain wild birds or wild animals: or the intentional destruction, uprooting or 
picking of certain wild plants. 
Taken as a whole, nature conservation legislation is of key importance in undertaking PEA for 
proposed development as it shapes planning policy. 
 
 



Page 8 of 52 
JM McConville & Associates – Chartered Environmentalists 

 

 
 
2.3 PLANNING POLICY 
 
Longford County Development Plan 2021-2027 
An overarching theme of the County Development Plan (CDP) in relation to Natural Heritage and 
Biodiversity is to ensure that there are no detrimental impacts to the natural heritage and biodiversity 
of the County. Objectives and Policies of the CDP in relation to Natural Heritage and Biodiversity are 
set out at Appendix I. 
 
County Longford Heritage Plan 2019 - 2024 
The County Longford Heritage Plan 2019 - 2024 which incorporates the Longford Biodiversity Action 
Plan (LBAP) is a strategic plan for the protection and enhancement of the heritage of County Longford, 
prepared by the County Longford Heritage Forum. LBAP Objective 3 is “To improve integration of 
biodiversity issues into Local Authority policy & planning”, which includes the following actions: to 
provide biodiversity training for local authority staff and Members and training to key Local Authority 
personnel and contractors on biodiversity issues such as hedgerow and invasive species management. 
 
This report will discuss how the proposed development complies with objectives and policies of the 
CDP in relation to Natural Heritage and Biodiversity. 
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3 Methodology 
 
3.1 Statement of Authority 
 

The site surveyor and report author Joseph M. McConville BAgrSc FArborA CEnv is the Principal 
Consultant of Joe McConville & Associates. Joseph McConville graduated from National University of 
Ireland in 1983 with a Bachelor of Agricultural Science. In 1984 he obtained a Certificate for Tree 
Surgery for Craftsmen from Merrist Wood College. After a short period working as a tree surgeon and 
as a part time lecturer in University College Dublin, he founded JM McConville + Associates, a practice 
providing a specialist service in Arboriculture, Landscape Management and Woodland Management. 
In 1994 he became a professional member of the Irish Landscape Institute, in 1996 he obtained a 
Fellowship of the Arboricultural Association and in 2002 was admitted to the Landscape Institute as a 
Licentiate member. In 1985 he was the one of the founding executive members of The Tree Council of 
Ireland, and is currently its Vice President. He is the treasurer of the Irish Branch of the Arboricultural 
Association. He qualified as a Chartered Environmentalist in 2008. Joseph M. McConville confirms that 
the professional judgement expressed herein is his true and bona fide opinion. 

 
3.2 Desk Study 
 
The National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBOC) is a national organisation that collates, manages, 
analyses and disseminates data on Ireland's biodiversity. It is funded by the Heritage Council and the 
Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. The NBDC provides access to all validated biodiversity 
data through Biodiversity Maps, the on-line biodiversity data portal. 
 
Biodiversity records  and  full  species  accounts  can  be   viewed  and   scrutinised  through  an 
interactive Biodiversity Maps portal https://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/. This is a tool that can be 
used to help make a preliminary assessment of biodiversity issues when considering a site-specific 
proposed development. 
 
NBDC data records have been obtained and reviewed for a search area of 1km surrounding the site of 
proposed development and used to assist in conducting ecological appraisal. This task was principally 
undertaken in order to identify the existence of any records of protected species or species of natural 
heritage importance within 1km of the site boundary. The zone of influence of the proposed 
development does not extend further than this. 
 
A NPWS data set of Annex 1 habitats was reviewed to check for any records at the site of proposed 
development. 
 
3.3 Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 
 
An Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey of the site was conducted on 20th May 2021 within the site 
boundary of the proposed development and along the services wayleave area to the south west.  
 
The survey was extended to include further information on the potential of the habitats identified to 
support species protected by law or of natural heritage importance. All habitats were mapped and 
categorised in accordance with the Heritage Council Guide to Habitats in Ireland (Fossitt, 2000). A 
search was undertaken for protected and invasive flora species. 
 
Aerial photographs were used as an aid to mapping habitats. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/
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4.0 Baseline Ecological Conditions 
 
4.1 Designated Sites 

The site of the proposed development is not located within the boundary of any statutory or non 
statutory designated sites of international, national or local nature conservation importance.  
 
The site of the proposed development is on the northern edge of the lnny River Catchment 
([Shannon]_SC_050), within the Shannon River Basin District, the Upper Shannon Hydrometric Area, 
the Inny Water Management Unit and the Black (Westmeath) Water Framework Directive sub-basin.   
Figure 4 below shows the route the River Black takes south west of the development site, down to the 
point where it joins the River Inny. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4 – Route of Black River  
 

The River Black does not flow through the development site, however the streams running through 
the drainage ditches in the site eventually drain to the River Black, which is circa 300m to the 
south/south west of the development site. Historically (old version OSI maps) the River Black flowed 
circa 8km downstream of Edgeworthstown into and out of Glen Lough (which is a Special Protection 
Area designated for its wintering population of Whooper Swan), however, since Glen Lough was 
drained in the 1960s, the flow of the River Black has been altered and it is now only connected to the 



Page 11 of 52 
JM McConville & Associates – Chartered Environmentalists 

 

marsh area of Glen Lough by a drainage channel. The River does not appear to flow within the Glen 
Lough SPA boundary, however it flows within the proposed Natural Heritage Area of Glen Lough.  
 
The River Black then flows south east from Glen Lough for another circa 7km into Lough Iron (which 
is a SPA, designated for its wintering population of Whooper Swan, Wigeon, Teal, Shoveler, Coot, 
Golden Plover, Greenland White-fronted Goose and as a Wetland Habitat), where the River Black 
connects to the River Inny. From Lough Iron, the River Inny flows south west from this point for 
another circa 33km, draining into Lough Ree SAC and SPA, which is a European site designated for 
inter alia natural eutrophic lakes and its wetland habitat value amongst many other interests. 
 
Natural Heritage Areas 

• Glen Lough, Lough Iron and Lough Ree are all proposed NHA sites.  
• Lough Garr Bog is a peatland NHA located circa 10km south east of the development site and 

which is located within the same sub catchment area, however it is not downstream and has no 
ecological pathways between it and the development site.  

• Garriskil Bog is a proposed NHA located circa 11km south east of the development site and part 
of it is located within the same sub catchment area, however it is not downstream and has no 
pathways between it the development site.  

 
In summary, the site of proposed development is not located within the boundary of any statutory or 
non statutory designated sites of international, national or local nature conservation importance. The 
site is located is c. 8km upstream of Glen Lough SPA & pNHA, c. 14km upstream of Lough Iron SPA & 
pNHA, and 48km upstream of Lough Ree SAC, SPA & pNHA. 
 
4.2 HABITATS 
No part of the proposed development site lies within any area that is designated for nature 
conservation purposes. All proposed development works within the application site will take place on 
areas of low biodiversity value. Habitats were identified using “Guide to Habitats in Ireland”, Fossitt 
J., Heritage Council 2000. The site has the following habitat classifications; GA1 Improved agricultural 
grassland, GS4 Wet Grassland, FW4 Drainage Ditches, WL1 hedge lines and BL1 stone walls. A selection 
of photos illustrating the types of habitat in the site are contained in Appendix IV of this report. The 
plan below at Figure 5 outlines the area of the habitat types within the proposed development site. 
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Figure 5 - habitat types within the proposed development site 

 
The  site  comprises  4 no. fields and  each  was numbered  to assist with the description of its 
characteristics.  A photo illustrating the findings of extended Phase 1 habitat survey can be found 
below in Figure 6, which is an Aerial Photo viewing south. Only a section of Fields 3 & 4 are included 
within the application site for drainage purposes, however the entire Fields 3 & 4 were assessed. Fields 
1 and 2 show evidence of use to graze cattle, which has resulted in poaching of the ground in places. 
 

 
 

Figure 6 - Aerial Photo viewing south showing numbered Fields 
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Field 1 is mainly improved agricultural grassland (Fossitt code GA1) with pockets better resembling 
Wet Grassland (GS4) toward the south. In addition to the Hawthorn and Ash which dense ivy (Hedra 
helix) cover and bramble thicket, the hedges along the boundaries of this field have Privet, (Ligustrum 
vulgare), Dog-rose (Rosa canina) and Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa). Along the southern boundary at the 
back of the dwellings at Bracklin Park is block wall and a deep ditch, there is some shrub honey-suckle 
(Lonicera nitida) and isolated Goat willow (Salix caprea) in this location. The land is being used to graze 
cattle, which has resulted in poaching of the ground in places. To the east side, there are seven 
bungalows backing on to the field – the field boundary with those properties is defined by timber 
fences, Cherry Laurel hedges,  Cypress hedges, post and wire and ornamental shrubs with Elder ( 
Sambucus nigra). The north boundary of the field is defined by the central hedge through the site (WL1 
Hedge Lines), which has a deep ditch - the hedge has a dense ivy cover, the hedge is unmanaged and 
has become gappy. There is evidence of a stream in the ditch (FW4), which drains to the south west. 
Within the wet grassland, in addition to the other plants recorded are; Marsh ragwort (Senecio 
aquaticus), Chickweed (Stellaria media), Iris, (Iris pseudoacorus) Meadow sweet (Filipendula ulmaria), 
Daisy, ( Bellis perennis), Dandelion,(Taraxacum officinale). Sorrel, (Rumex acetosa), Dock, ( Rumex 
obtusifolius ), and Shepard’s purse, ( Capsella bursa-pastoris ), Butter cup ( Ranunculus acris ),  Thistle 
( Cirsium palustre). Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum ). On the banks are Wild strawberry (Fragaria 
vesca), and some St. John’s wort ( Hypericum Sps.). Grasses include; Rye grasses (Lolium spp.), 
Cocksfoot (Dactylis glomerate), Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus ) and Crested dog tail ( Cynosurus 
cristatus).  Area of spoil have been used to raise the ground level in parts, which have less rush and 
Iris are the dominant plant.  
 
Field 2 is a small enclosed field southeast of the Farm buildings consisting of improved agricultural 
grassland grassland (GA1). The grassland is better drained than that in the adjoining fields to the south. 
The ground flora is much the same. The hedges are similar with some snow berry (Symphoricarpos 
rivularis). The boundary to the road is defined by a stone wall (BL1) which has Spleenworts, Asplenium 
trichomanes, A. Ruta-muraria together with Fern (Dryopteris filix-mas) and Hart’s tongue fern (Phyllitis 
scolopendrium), 
 
Fields 3 & 4 are quite wet and heavy under foot and would be wet grassland (GS4) dominated by soft 
rush tussocks – the are bounded by hedges (HL1) and drainage ditches (FW4). The drainage ditches 
have been cleared on the west side. There is a double hedge either side of a deep wet ditch on the 
west side. The hedge on the eastern side is on a bank at the base of the boundary wall to the houses 
at Bracklin Park. The ditch is wet, the hedge is weak. There is a Woodland area of poor quality spruce 
trees located in the lands adjoining to the west of Field 4, which Woodland area is not within the 
application site.  
 
In summary, the proposed development site consists of four grassland fields of the two principal 
habitat types GA1 and GS4. The primary Fields 1 and 2 are divided by hedgerow, a drainage ditch and 
treelines, which continue along the western boundaries of these fields. 
 
A nearby wet grassland site located 1km north of the proposed development site was surveyed as part 
of the Irish Semi-natural Grasslands Survey (O'Neill et al., 2009}. The other site was visited for a visual 
comparison to the site of the proposed development. The other site was more botanically rich and 
ecologically important than the site of the proposed development. 
 
Geology 
 
Bedrock on the site is early Dinantian Upper Impure Limestones.  The main soil types on site are acidic 
surface water / ground water gleys and acid brown earths, whilst the sub-soil is dominated by chert 
till from the Carboniferous era.  (source: EPA.ie).   
 
Arboricultural Assessment  
 
In addition to the ecological and biodiversity assessment of the trees and hedgerows within the 
application site, an arboricultural assessment was undertaken by our firm and is included as a separate 
Report in the planning application. The Report undertook an assessment of the quality and value of 
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the hedgerow and trees within the site, along with an assessment of the impact of the proposed 
development upon same. In summary, there is one distinct Category C value tree, with the majority 
remaining field boundaries separated by both mature and in some places, very weak, hedgerow lines. 
Many of the younger trees in the hedgerows are infected with ash dieback.  
 
 
 
 
4.3 Species 
  
4.3.1 Existing records  
 
The Best Practice Guidance for Habitat Survey Mapping (Smith et al, 2011) recommends as “As a rule 
of thumb, the survey envelope should range from at least 100-500 metres” and a range of 500m has 
been applied to the external envelope of the proposed development site in assessing what existing 
species records were to be reviewed. As a result of applying this range, 2No. 1 square km grids were 
to be assessed to ensure a range of 500m was surveyed around the envelope of the proposed 
development site – these were Grid References N2572 (which includes the entire proposed 
development site) and the Grid adjacent and to the north of it, N2573. The results of these searches 
are included in Appendix V.  
 
The results reveal many common plant species which one would expect to find in this type of grassland 
landscape. One record of Protected Species occurs, which is the West European Hedgehog (Erinaceus 
europaeus) and this species is fully protected under the Irish Wildlife Acts. It was noted that the record 
of hedgehog is a digitised 1981 record from Edgeworthstown. The wet grassland and deep wet ditches 
along the hedges are not ideal habitats for hedgehogs (Erinaceus europaeus) and no hedgehog 
habitats were noted during the survey. 
 
4.3.2 Other Species 
 
Mammals 
 
No setts were noted, as the ditches are too wet to make suitable setts sites for Badgers (Meles meles). 
Tracks of Fox (Vulpes vulpes) was noted and evidence of the presence of Rabbits (Oryctolagus 
cuniculus) in the drier grass land. The site is a suitable habitat for Mice and Rats. The habitat is suitable 
for Hare (Lepus timidus hibernicus). During the course of the field work no roosts for bats were noted 
on the site. A bat survey was carried out during field work on the 20th May 2021 and Pipistrelle bats 
(Pipistrellus pipistrellus and Soprano Pipistrelles) were seen and heard using both internal and external 
hedgerows as foraging/commuting routes (See Bat Survey G. Tobin BSc. M.A. submitted as part of the 
application) in the field outside of the site which is adjacent and to the west of Fields 1 & 2. No bat 
roosts were found within the site and none of the hedgerows provide trees suitable for bat roosts. 
 
Birds  
 
Birds noted on the site were a Grey crow, (Corvus corone), Rook, ( Corvus frugilegus) Jackdow, (Corvus 
monedula), Buzzard,( Buteo buteo) Magpie,(Pica pica) Starlings (Sturnus vulgaris), Spotted Flycatcher 
( Muscicapa striata ) and Swallows (Hirundo rustica) were noted.  Robin (Erithacus rubeculla) and  
Blackbird (Turdus merula), Wood pigeon, (Columba palumbus), Dove (Streptopelia decaocto ), 
Chaffinch (Fringella coelebs), Thrush (Turdus philomelos) Sedge warbler ( Acrocephalus 
schpenobaenus ) and Grasshopper warbler (Locustella naevia ) were heard. Birds which can be 
expected are the usual assemble of hedgerow birds.  The habitat is also suitable for Snipe (Gallinago 
gallinago). 
 
The usual assemblage of invertebrates for the habitats were noted.   
 
No trees on or adjacent to the boundaries of fields were observed to contain trunks or limbs with large 
cracks, fissures or tree holes. 
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4.3.3 Non-native invasive species 
 
A search of the existing records of invasive species held by NBOC was undertaken. It reveals no records 
of non-native invasive species within 1km of the proposed development.  
 
The Field survey has confirmed there to be no Japanese knotweed, Giant Hogweed or any other non 
native invasive species present on the site of proposed development. 
 
4.3.4  Rare and Protected Plant Species  
 
An examination of the website of the National Parks and Wildlife, the National Biodiversity Data Centre 
and the Online Atlas of Vascular Plants for Ireland revealed that there are no records for any plant 
species protected under the Flora Protection Order from within both the 1km square Grid References 
N2572 (which includes the entire proposed development site) and the Grid adjacent and to the north 
of it, N2573. 
 
 
4.4 ECOLOGICAL EVALUATION  
 
Summary of the Value of the Application Site  
 
There are 4 Natura 2000 sites that are hydrologically connected to the proposed development site, 
however the connections are weak given the distances involved. A screening report was completed 
for this proposed development as required under Article 6 (3) of the Habitats Directive. This report 
concluded that the proposed development would not have any impacts upon any site designated 
under the Natura 2000 network. 
 
Within the application site itself, the dominant habitats include a mixture of grassland habitats and 
hedgerows, along with drainage ditches. Despite the hedgerows being weak and gappy in places and 
of limited biodiversity value, they would be the most important ecological features on the site - these 
areas provide important nesting areas and safe commuting corridors for local populations of birds and 
bats. The wet drainage ditches in the site do not make suitable habitats for land based mammals and 
there was no evidence of such mammals from the survey. There was one Protected Species result, 
which is the West European Hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus) – there record was dated 40 years ago 
and there was no evidence of hedgehogs during the site survey.  
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5 Likely Significant Effects of the Proposed Development 
 
 
5.1 Impact Assessment 
 
The information gathered as part of the desk study and field survey for this proposed application has 
been used to complete an Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA).  
 
The identification of potential impacts and the assessment of their significance typically requires the 
identification of the type and magnitude of the impacts. For example, will the impacts be short term 
or long term, direct, indirect or cumulative and will they occur during construction or operation. This 
section will establish whether ecological impacts of the proposed development at Bloomfield Park are 
likely to occur and whether or not they are significant. These potential impacts will be examined with 
respect to the ecological receptors identified in the previous section.  
 
The emphasis in EcIA is on “significant” effects, rather than all ecological effects. For the purpose of 
EcIA, a “significant effect” is an effect that either supports or undermines biodiversity conservation 
objectives for important ecological features for biodiversity in general. Conservation objectives may 
be specific (e.g., for a designated site) or broad (e.g., national / local nature conservation policy) or 
more wide-ranging (enhancement of biodiversity). Effects can be considered significant at a wide 
range of scales from international to local.  
 
A significant effect is an effect that if sufficiently important to require assessment and reporting so 
that the decision maker is adequately informed of the environmental consequences of permitting the 
project. In broad terms, significant effects encompass impacts on structures and function of defined 
sites, habitats or ecosystems and the conservation status of habitats and species (including extent, 
abundance and distribution).  
 
Below is the assessment of the likely impact on Designated Sites, as well as Habitats and Species within 
the Site 
 
5.2 Designated Sites 
 
The Appropriate Assessment Screening report submitted concluded in view of the best scientific 
knowledge and on the basis of objective information, it can be concluded that this application, 
whether individually or in combination with other plans and projects, will have no impacts upon the 
Natura 2000 sites. The integrity of these sites will be maintained and the habitats and species 
associated with these sites will not be adversely affected. 
 
The development site is within 300m of the River Black and the streams draining through the 
development site eventually discharge to the River Black via the existing surface water network. The 
River Black ultimately connects the proposed development site to four Designated Sites via a weak 
hydrological connection – the river runs close to Glen Lough SPA (and within Glen Lough pNHA), at 
8km downstream of the development site. The River Black then provides onward connection to Lough 
Iron SPA & pNHA (c. 14km downstream of the development site), where it joins the River Inny, which 
provides eventual connection to Lough Ree SAC and Lough Ree SPA & pNHA (circa 48km downstream 
of the development site).  
 
Per sampling taken in 2020, the Black River is of EPA “Moderate” Q3-4 status prior to it passing just 
north east of Glen Lough SPA and through Glen Lough pNHA, before upgrading to “Good” Q4 status 
before it discharges into Lough Iron SPA & pNHA where it connects to the River Inny, and the River 
Inny remains at “Good” Q4 status before it ultimately discharges to Lough Ree SPA & SAC & pNHA. 
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No mitigation measures are required as part of this development to specifically protect the integrity 
of any Natura 2000 site.   
 
 
 
It is also considered unlikely that the proposed development will have any impacts upon sites 
designated as a proposed Natural Heritage Areas. There will be no impacts upon these sites, their 
habitats or species arising from habitat loss or habitat fragmentation. 
 
Any pollution during the construction or operation of the site will not be carried to the SAC / SPAs 
/pNHAs as during the construction and operation of the site, cleaned surface water will be piped from 
an attenuation tank into the existing surface water drainage network south of the site. This existing 
surface water network eventually discharges to the Black River. However, only clean surface water 
will be discharged to the network via suitable oil and silt interceptors. The discharge to the network 
will be controlled via a hydrobrake. This discharge will accordingly have no impacts upon the Qualifying 
Interests, Special Conservation Interests and Conservation Objectives of the SAC / SPAs connected to 
the development site. 
 
All foul and surface water runoff arising from when the proposed dwellings are occupied will be 
contained on site and discharged into urban drainage systems. The wastewater will discharge to 
Edgeworthstown WWTP, which ultimately discharges under licence to the River Black. The 
hydrological connections are indirect and weak and the separation distance is significant, such that it 
is evident that no likelihood of significant effects on European Sites in the wider catchment area arise. 
 
5.3 Impacts within the Development Site 
 
5.3.1  Development Phase  
 
The following impacts are likely to occur during the site preparation and construction of the proposed 
development.  
 
Habitat loss  
The habitat features impacted by the construction and operation of the proposed development are 
the two principal grassland habitats (GA1 & GS4). Wet grassland and improved agricultural grassland 
habitats are very common on Co. Longford, and these habitats at the site of proposed development 
do not display characteristics of any Annex I habitat type. The grassland habitats are of local 
importance and their loss will have a minor negative impact upon the local biodiversity value of the 
site.  
 
The Arboricultural Assessment Report for the site quantified the extent of tree and hedgerow loss 
within the site arising from the site clearance and development. Overall, the proposal will require the 
removal of 1 Category C tree and partial removal of weak mature hedgerows to facilitate an internal 
road and footpath. 
 
The stone wall (BL1) which is located to the north of Field 2 is presently separated from the main road 
by a 1m grass verge. It is proposed to be re-positioned so that it is setback from the main Bracklin 
Road by circa 4m and restored as the front wall of the proposed two properties accessed off the 
Bracklin Road.  
 
Pollution 
There are watercourses on the site, therefore the potential for pollution to watercourses arising from 
construction is possible – see Section 6 below for mitigation and monitoring. 
 
The removal of cattle grazing will have a positive impact on the quality of the grassland to be retained 
and also the quality of the surface water draining into the drainage ditch habitats. Cattle manure 
contains high levels of nutrients such as phosphorus and nitrates which lead to the spread of 
waterborne pathogens, and the growth of harmful algal blooms. The latter can poison wildlife by 
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releasing deadly neurotoxins, and if they become widespread in fresh and marine water. 
 
 
 
Disturbance to local wildlife 
The removal of vegetation during the bird nesting season could result in direct mortality of birds. In 
addition, during site preparation and construction, local populations of birds and mammals may be 
disturbed by the increase in noise, traffic and human activity. Bird nesting sites may also be lost. 
Overall, the loss of the open land and any treelines/hedgerows/scrub habitats may reduce the loss of 
nesting, roosting and foraging areas for some bird species.  
 
The bat survey prepared for this proposed development provided a preliminary assessment of 
potential impacts upon the bat fauna of the site. There is limited bat habitat availability within the site 
and therefore it is likely that there are no maternity roosts within the development site. No potential 
hibernation roosts were located within the development area.  
 
Potential secondary impacts upon bats include the loss of foraging and commuting habitats and 
features. There is also the potential for disturbance of commuting and foraging bats through the 
impact of additional lighting that may be used during the construction phase. The species utilising this 
site most - common pipistrelle – are less sensitive to light pollution.  
 
The proposed development site holds a number of hedgerows that are known to be used by foraging 
and commuting bats. Any hedgerow removal is likely to impact on bat foraging patterns within the 
site. Without mitigation, these impacts may be considered significant at the local scale. 
 
5.3.2  Operational Phase  
 
The majority of impacts will occur during the development phase of this development. However, 
certain ongoing impacts on local habitats / wildlife may occur during the operation of the 
development. 
 
Disturbance to local wildlife 
Once operational, the proposed development will facilitate many new buildings, all of which are 
associated with human activity. Overall, this will deter wildlife from the site.  
 
Lighting 
The new residences will be associated with an increase in the level of baseline light in the area. This 
may affect bat species, in particular it will affect the foraging behaviour of those species that are light 
intolerant. If lighting is directed at a known roost emergence point, then this will affect any bat species.  
Given the limited roost potential within the site, disturbance of roosting bats from increased lux levels 
was considered unlikely. Legislation protects the roost from being intentionally or recklessly disturbed. 
However, more likely at this particular site, is the future disturbance of foraging/ commuting bats 
through increased levels of lighting. The species utilising this site most - common pipistrelles and 
soprano pipistrelles - are less sensitive to light pollution compared to the less commonly recorded 
species. Potential secondary impacts of the proposal upon bats are considered, without mitigation, to 
be Significant at the Local scale.  
 
Landscaping 
Inappropriate landscaping of the application site may inadvertently result in the introduction of non-
native and invasive plant species. However, appropriate landscaping could also provide beneficial 
habitats for wildlife if it is done with suitable trees and shrubs that provide nesting and foraging 
opportunities for birds. The management of the verges for wildlife would also be beneficial for local 
pollinators.  
 
Cumulative Impacts 
Cumulative impacts or effects are changes in the environment that result from numerous human-
induced, small-scale alterations. Cumulative impacts can be thought of as occurring through two main 
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pathways: first; through persistent additions or losses of the same materials or resource, and second,-
through the compounding effects as a result of the coming together of two or more effects (Bowers-
Marriott, 1997). This proposed development will result in a change of land-use of the site from open 
to sub-urban, where buildings and artificial surfaces and amenity grassland areas will replace the open 
lands of the site. There do not appear to be any other developments proposed in the Edgeworthstown 
area and accordingly, cumulative impacts would not require consideration.  
 
Impact Summary  
The Table below attempts to summarize and quantify the above impacts in terms of effect, 
magnitude/ extent and likelihood in the absence of any mitigation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Impact Description Magnitude and Extent Likelihood Duration Reversible Positive/Negative

Habitat Loss and Fragmentation Wet (GS4) and Improved Agricultural (GA1) Grassland Certain Permanent No Negative

Minor loss of Hedgerows Certain Permanent No Negative

Pollution Removal of cow manure pollution Certain None N/A Positive

Risk of watercourse pollution during construction Possible None N/A Negative

Disturbance to Wildlife Loss of some bird nesting sites & mammal commuting corridors Possible Permanent No Negative

Landscaping Risk of introduction of Invasive / Non Native Species Possible Permanent No Negative / Positive

Use of Plants that are Beneficial for Wildlife Possible Permanent No Positive

Impacts on Designated Sites None Certain None N/A Neutral
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6. Mitigation & Monitoring 
 
6.1 Mitigation 
The primary method of mitigation for any development should be avoidance of that impact. 
Consideration was therefore given to avoiding any direct or indirect impacts on the sensitive ecological 
receptors within the site. 
 
In order to avoid protect the existing ecological features on site and surrounding area, the following 
mitigation measures are recommended: 
 
• Site preparation and construction must be confined to the development site only and should 

adhere to all standard best practice measures and the measures outlined in this EcIA. Work areas 
should be kept to the minimum area required to carry out the proposed works and the area 
should be clearly marked out in advance of the proposed works. 

• All construction waste must be removed from site by a registered contractor to a registered site. 
Evidence of the movement and safe disposal of the construction waste must be retained and 
presented to Local Authority upon request. The applicants and construction contractors will be 
responsible for the safe removal of any construction waste generated on site. Removal of the 
construction waste will occur as soon as possible after construction works. 

• Efficient construction practices and sequences should be employed on site, and this will minimise 
soil erosion and potential pollution of local watercourses with soil and sediment. Unnecessary 
clearance of vegetation should be avoided and only areas necessary for building works should be 
cleared. Supplemental planting and careful management of these areas will increase the 
biodiversity value of the site in the future. The retention of these areas will also help retain storm 
water run-off from the site during construction and operation. Works within the site should be 
avoided during periods of heavy rainfall. 

• There should be no discharges of contaminated waters to ground or surface waters from these 
developments, either during the construction or operation of the development. The control and 
management of hydrocarbons on site will be vital to prevent deteriorations in surface and 
groundwater quality locally. The following measures must be employed on site: 
o On-site refuelling must be carried out at designated refuelling stations within the site. Only 

designated trained and competent operatives should be authorised to refuel plant on site. 
Drip trays must be used when refuelling all machinery. Absorbent material and pads should 
be available in the event of any accidental spillages. 

o Alternatively, mobile double skinned fuel bowsers may be used. Fuel bowsers should be 
parked on a level area in the site when not in use. They should be bunded at 110%. 

o There must be minimal maintenance of construction vehicles or plant on site. 
o On-site diesel tanks should be double skinned to 110% of their capacity. 
o Containment stores should be used for refuelling of small plant such as consaws etc. 
o Fuel volumes stored on site should be minimised. Any fuel storage areas should be bunded 

appropriately for the fuel storage volume for the time period of the construction. 
o Machines used should be regularly inspected for leaks and fitness for purpose. 
o Any hazardous materials should be stored in secure bunded areas. 
o An emergency plan for the construction phase to deal with accidental spillages should be 

contained within an Environmental Management Plan. 
o Waste oils and hydraulic fluids should be collected in leak-proof containers and removed 

from site for disposal and recycling 
• Best practice concrete / aggregate management measures should be employed on site. These 

should include: 
o Best practice in bulk-liquid concrete management must be employed on site addressing 

pouring and handling, secure shuttering, adequate curing times etc. 
o Stockpile areas for sands and gravel should be kept to a minimum size, well away from the 

drains and watercourses (minimum 50m). 
o Where concrete shuttering is used, measures should be put in place to prevent against 

shutter failure and control storage, handling and disposal of shutter oils. 
o Wash down water from concrete trucks will be appropriately controlled on-site. Such 

controls may include collection to allow sediment to settle out and reach neutral pH before 
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clarified water is released to the local watercourse or allowed to percolate into the ground. 
o Activities which result in the creation of cement dust should be controlled by dampening 

down the areas. 
o Raw and uncured waste concrete should be disposed of by removal from the site or by burial 

on the site in a location and manner which will not impact upon local watercourses. 
o Stockpile areas for sands and gravel should be kept to a minimum size, well away from any 

drain or watercourse. 
• During construction, surface water on the site must be controlled and management to avoid any 

impacts upon local ground or surface water receptors. Construction water should not be 
discharged directly into any watercourse. Good construction practices such as wheel washers and 
dust suppression measures must be undertaken. There must be no discharges of silt laden surface 
water into the public sewer. 

• Guidelines within The Construction Industry Research and Information Association (CIRIA) 
provides guidance on the control and management of water pollution from construction sites 
('Control of Water Pollution from Construction Sites, guidance for consultants and contractors', 
CIRlA, 2001). Guidelines within this document must be followed. 

• The techniques of SUDs (Sustainable urban Drainage Systems) should be applied to all 
hydrological engineering aspects of this proposed development. 

• In accordance with the policies and objectives of the Regional and County Development Plans, 
the existing Green Infrastructure (GI) of the site, i.e., the treelines and hedgerows, should be 
incorporated into the development in so much as possible. In order to prevent damage to 
treelines and hedgerows in the site that are to be retained, then protective barrier fencing should 
be erected prior to the commencement of site clearance works. This fencing should be erected 
just beyond the crown of the largest tree. Any natural verges or hedgerows within the site should 
also be fenced off prior to the commencement of works. There must be no dumping or storage 
of construction waste or machinery in these areas during construction. A full methodology for 
the protection of trees and hedgerows that are to be retained was presented in the Arboricultural 
Assessment – this mitigation methods included: 
o The protection of retained trees and hedgerows using robust fencing and ground protection 

measures to prevent root compaction in retained trees and hedgerows – these ground 
protection measures must be in accordance with industry best practice guidance (as stated 
within Section 6.2.3.3. of BS 5837:2012). They must be fit for purpose and be capable of 
supporting any traffic using the area without causing distortion or compaction of underlying 
soil; 

o The underground drainage runs have been designed to avoid the RPAs of retained trees and 
hedgerows. The location of underground services required are currently unknown. Where 
proposed underground services are required, these will need to avoid the RPAs of retained 
trees and hedgerows. If avoiding RPAs is not possible, the installation of the underground 
services must adhere to industry best practice. 

o Details of proposed boundary treatments are currently unknown; however, these generally 
required excavation works within the RPAs of retained trees and hedgerows. Where 
excavation works within the RPAs of trees and hedgerows is required, these must be carried 
out using hand tools only and all roots above 25mm in diameter must be protected and 
retained, al alternative locations which do not contain such roots must be found. If retaining 
roots with foundations, these must be protected using wrapped flexible plastic pipe. 

o A landscape plan which includes new high-quality trees and hedgerows will form part of the 
planning application for the development proposal. The proposed new tree and hedge 
planting will help to mitigate the loss of trees and hedges and in the medium term it will have 
a positive impact on the character and appearance of the site and surrounding landscape. 

• Where it is deemed absolutely necessary to remove trees within the treelines and hedgerows, 
then trees and hedgerows should be assessed prior to removal for the presence of bats. Where 
it is deemed necessary to remove any tree, it must only be done outside of the bird nesting season 
(March – August). 

• Measures to protect ground nesting birds will include a stipulation that no groundworks will take 
place between March – August i.e. ground nesting season.  

• Tree removal must only occur under guidance of a consultant arborist. 
• Lighting should be kept to a minimum around the remaining trees on the site. No light should fall 
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on the trees from street lighting or private dwellings. Guidelines from Bat Conservation Ireland 
are provided for considering how to avoid light pollution of the hedgerows to allow for feeding, 
commuting and roosting. These measures will also mitigate against the impacts of the lighting 
scheme on the local badger populations. 

• Additional mitigation measures for the protection of bats in the site have been recommended 
following the bat survey prepared by G. Tobin BSc. M.A. Some of these measures include: 
o Any removal of hedgerows along boundaries or internally must be replaced by suitable tree 

and understorey plants to provide foraging and commuting habitat. Linear planting of trees 
within the proposed development will provide new commuting habitat. Landscaping of rear 
gardens within the development can replicate the current linear hedgerow foraging habitat. 

o Native species suitable for urban planting will be used. 
o Sensor lighting to reduce energy wastage  
o Use of planting to reduce impacts of lighting  
o Use of demountable columns  
o Screening to reduce impacts of lighting  
o Assessment of lighting regime after installation  
o Greater use of the solar clock to control timing of lighting 

 
• The landscaping of the site offers the potential for biodiversity enhancements within the site. 

Future landscaping of the site should adhere to the following recommendations: 
o The natural verges along the treelines and hedgerows that are to be retained should be 

retained and managed appropriately for the benefit of wildlife. They should not be sprayed 
with herbicide and a low intensity mowing or strimming regime should be incorporated. This 
will benefit local pollinators. 

o Only native trees and shrubs should be used in the landscaping. 
o A proportion of the grassland / parkland habitats within the site should be managed through 

methods that mimic traditional grassland management (low level mowing regimes). This will 
benefit local pollinators. Locally sourced wildflower seed would also be beneficial; 

o Where possible the importation of topsoil from outside the area should be avoided; 
o When planting flowers, shrubs and trees native species should be used, ideally from a local 

source; 
o Allow some areas to go ‘wild’ where bramble and scrub, etc. can develop; 
o Garden plants that have the potential to become invasive must be avoided; 
o Water features, e.g., attenuation ponds, could be incorporated into the development as 

additional wildlife features 
 
6.2 MONITORING 
 
Monitoring is generally required where there may be significant residual impacts despite the 
implementation of the mitigation measures. These residual impacts are not expected. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.0 Residual Impact & Conclusion 
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With the recommended mitigation measures, it can be concluded that the proposed development at 
Bloomfield Park, Bracklin Road, Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford will have a minor negative to neutral 
impact upon local ecological receptors.  
 
Overall, the protection of some of the hedgerow, watercourse and stone wall features within the site 
will lessen the impact.  
 
It is considered that the proposed development is in compliance with the Natural Heritage and 
Biodiversity policies set out in the Longford County Development Plan 2021-2027 (see Appendix I). 
 
The creation of new habitats on the site will be a positive benefit to local ecology and with proper 
management of the site and its green areas, then local areas of biodiversity will be allowed to develop. 
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Natural Heritage & Environment 
 
CPO12.1 Protect, conserve and enhance to the County’s natural heritage and biodiversity. This includes 
wildlife (flora and fauna), habitats, landscapes and/or landscape features of importance to wildlife, or 
which play a key role in the conservation and management of natural resources.  
 
CPO12.2 Encourage and promote access to and understanding of the natural heritage of the County. 
 
CPO12.3 Protect important geological or geomorphological sites in the County, including any sites 
designated or proposed to be designated as Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs).  
 
CPO12.4 Pursue in consultation with the National Parks and Wildlife Service, the preparation, 
establishment and implementation of Habitat mapping and a Wetland Survey for the County. 
 
CPO12.5 Protect and conserve the conservation value of Special Areas of Conservation, candidate 
Special Areas of Conservation, Special Protection Areas, Natural Heritage Areas and proposed Natural 
Heritage Areas and any other sites that may be proposed for designation during the lifetime of this Plan.  
 
CPO12.6 Ensure that no plans, programmes, etc. or projects giving rise to significant cumulative, direct, 
indirect or secondary impacts on European Sites arising from their size or scale, land take, proximity, 
resource requirements, emissions (disposal to land, water or air), transportation requirements, duration 
of construction, operation, decommissioning or from any other effects shall be permitted on the basis 
of this Plan (either individually or in combination with other plans, programmes, etc. or projects). Except 
as provided for in Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive; in so far as there must be – (a) no alternative 
solution available, (b) imperative reasons of an overriding public interest for the project to proceed; and 
(c) Adequate compensatory measures in place.  
 
CPO12.7 Ensure that any plan or project that could have a significant adverse impact (either by 
themselves or in combination with other plans and projects) upon the conservation objectives of any 
Natura 2000 Site or would result in the deterioration of any habitat or any species reliant on that habitat 
will not be permitted. Except as provided for in Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive; in so far as there 
must be – (a) no alternative solution available (b) imperative reasons of an overriding public interest for 
the project to proceed; and (c) Adequate compensatory measures in place.  
 
CPO12.8 Ensure that all development proposals relating to European Sites will comply with the 
DoECLG publication ‘Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland- Guidance for Planning 
Authorities’.  
 
CPO12.9 Ensure an Appropriate Assessment is carried out in respect of any plan or project not directly 
connected with or necessary for the management of the site but likely to have a significant effect on the 
integrity of a European Site(s), either individually or in-combination with other plans or projects, in view 
of the site’s conservation objectives to comply with the Habitats Directive.  
 
CPO12.10 Permit development on or adjacent to designated Special Areas of Conservation, Special 
Protection Areas, Natural Heritage Areas, Statutory Nature Reserves or those proposed to be 
designated over the period of the Plan, only where an appropriate level of assessment can clearly 
demonstrate that it will have no significant adverse effect on the integrity of the site. 
 
CPO12.11 Consult and have regard to the views and guidance of the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service in respect of proposed development where there is a possibility that such development may 
have an impact on a designated European or National site, or a site proposed for such designation.  
 
CPO12.12 Identify and provide appropriate buffer zones between Designated Sites and local 
biodiversity features and areas zoned for development.  
 
CPO12.13 Undertake appropriate surveys and collect data to provide an evidencebase to assist the 
Council in meeting its obligations under Article 6 of the Habitats Directives (92/43/EEC) subject to 
available resources.  
 
CPO12.14 Prepare Strategic Habitat Management Plans for European Sites in the County in 
consultation with the National Parks and Wildlife Service and relevant stakeholders.  
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CPO12.15 Require an ecological appraisal, in addition to an Appropriate Assessment, for development 
not directly connected with or necessary to the management of European Sites, or a proposed 
European Site and which are likely to have significant effects on that site either individually or 
cumulatively.  
 
CPO12.16 Ensure that no plan, programme, or project giving rise to significant cumulative, direct , 
indirect or secondary impacts on European sites arising from their size or scale, land take, proximity, 
resource requirements, emissions (disposal to land, water or air) , transportation requirements, duration 
of construction, operation, decommissioning or from any other effects shall be permitted on the basis 
of this Plan, either individually or in combination with other plans, programmes, etc. or projects.  
 
CPO12.17 Require an Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA) for any proposed development which may 
have a significant impact on rare, threatened and or protected species and non-designated habitats of 
biodiversity value.  
 
CPO12.18 Where surveys carried out for the preparation of Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA/EcIA)/Natura Impact Statement or other assessments generate biodiversity data previously 
unknown or unrecorded in the County this data be submitted to the National Biodiversity Data Centre 
(NDBC). 
 
CPO12.19 Ensure, where appropriate, the protection and conservation of areas, sites, species and 
ecological/networks of natural heritage, biodiversity and environmental value outside designated sites 
and to require an appropriate level of ecological assessment by suitably qualified professional(s) to 
accompany development proposals likely to impact on such areas or species.  
 
CPO12.20 Co-operate with statutory and other relevant agencies to identify and protect a representative 
sample of the County’s wildlife habitats, of local or regional importance, not otherwise protected by 
legislation.  
 
CPO12.21 Protect Ramsar sites under The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance 
(especially as Waterfowl Habitat).  
 
CPO12.22 Enhance and sustain landscapes and features within the County in order to; • safeguard, 
sustain and improve the quality and character of landscapes which are important and valued or, • 
promote understanding and awareness of the distinctive character and special qualities of local 
landscapes or, • promote important settings for outdoor recreation and tourism development.  
 
CPO12.23 Protect and enhance important landscape features and their setting including rivers, 
streams, canals, lakes and associated wetlands such as reedbeds and swamps; ponds; springs; bogs; 
fens; trees; woodlands and scrub; hedgerows and other field boundary types such as stone walls and 
ditches. These are important because they; a) form part of a network of habitats, corridors and ‘stepping 
stones’ essential for wildlife to flourish, thus providing a highquality natural environment for all, and/or 
b) protect and enhance surface water and groundwater resources and are essential as part of the 
integrated approach to the management of water resources, necessary to ensure the highest water 
quality into the future, as set out in the Water Framework Directive (Directive 2000/60/EC establishing 
a framework for Community action in the field of water policy). 
 
CPO12.24 Contribute towards the appropriate protection and maintenance of the character, integrity 
and conservation value of features or areas of geological interest listed in Table 12.5.  
 
CPO12.25 Support the implementation of recommendations made in the County Geological Audit 
(2015) and facilitate a review of the Geological Audit.  
 
CPO12.26 Consult with the Geological Survey of Ireland when undertaking, approving or authorising 
developments which are likely to impact on County Geological Sites or involve significant ground 
excavations.  
 
CPO12.27 Contribute towards the appropriate protection of Geological Natural Heritage Areas that 
become designated during the lifetime of the Plan from inappropriate development.  
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CPO12.28 Encourage and promote, where appropriate, public access to geological and 
geomorphological sites and avoid inappropriate development through consultation with the Geological 
Survey of Ireland, subject to environmental and habitats assessment. 
 
CPO12.29 Support the implementation of recommendations made in the Longford County Wetlands 
Fields Survey 2017 and 2019 and subsequent versions thereof.  
 
CPO12.30 Protect and conserve the ecological and biodiversity heritage of the wetland sites surveyed 
in 2019 (see Appendix 7: Natural Heritage and Environment).  
 
CPO12.31 Protect and conserve wetlands from infilling, fragmentation, degradation and resist 
development that would destroy, fragment or degrade any wetland in the County.  
 
CPO12.32 Ensure that development proposals or activities that may impact on sensitive water habitats, 
in particular turloughs and wetlands, shall not be permitted without the introduction of mitigation 
measures agreed with the planning authority to eliminate negative environmental impacts. Proposals 
to drain or otherwise interfere with the sources of turloughs will not be permitted.  
 
CPO12.33 Implement the relevant parts of the Planning and Development (Amendment) (No. 2) 
Regulations 2011 and the European Communities (Amendment to Planning and Development) 
Regulations 2011, which require planning permission to be applied for where the area impacted by 
works relating to the drainage or reclamation of a wetland exceeds 0.1 hectares or where such works 
may have a significant effect on the environment. Such applications for permission would need to be 
supported by an Appropriate Assessment where necessary. 
 
CPO12.34 Preserve, protect and enhance the Counties inland lakes and waterways for their amenity 
and recreational resource amenity, including the Royal Canal, the Rivers Shannon, Inny and Camlin 
and Lough Ree, Lough Gowna as well as the County’s other rivers and lakes.  
 
CPO12.35 In order to build on amenity potential, the Council will support the development and 
upgrading of the Inland Waterways and their associated facilities in accordance with relevant 
management strategies, key stakeholders and bodies including Waterways Ireland. An inter-regional 
approach shall also be taken in association with Leitrim, Roscommon, Westmeath and Offaly to develop 
the North Shannon Tourism area.  
 
CPO12.36 Protect Lough Ree from unsustainable, large-scale and high volume abstraction of water 
resources for use in areas external to County Longford.  
 
CPO12.37 Ensure all abstractions of water from Lough Ree will be subject to assessment for 
compliance with the requirements of Article 6 of the Habitats Directive.  
 
CPO12.38 Provide additional accesses to lake shores, river and canal banks, through the acquisition 
of land for public rights of way, parking and layby facilities, where appropriate. In areas adjacent to 
inland waterways, lakes, canals and rivers where planning permission is sought, conditions may be 
attached requiring the retention or creation of public access to the waterway in order to facilitate the 
creation or expansion of walking/ cycling routes.  
 
CPO12.39 Require that land adjacent to lakeshores and river and canal banks in the County be 
protected and reserved for public access provision.  
 
CPO12.40 Protect the broadzones of the lakes, rivers, canals and deciduous woodlands from 
inappropriate development (see Appendix 7: Natural Heritage and Environment), i.e. development 
which adversely affects high amenity and landscape quality in relation to their setting, such as the 
environs of Newcastle House and Woods, particularly adjoining the River Inny Bridge.  
 
CPO12.41 Protect, enhance and preserve the built and natural heritage of the Royal Canal and its 
associated structures including the maintenance of the broadzone protection area at 100m either side 
of the Canal. This shall include a visual assessment zone of 500m from each bank in which all 
development proposals are assessed for their impact on the natural setting of the canal and its views 
and prospects. If a proposed development is deemed to have a detrimental negative impact on the 
integrity of the Royal Canal, then it shall not be permitted.  
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CPO12.42 Restrict development in the broadzones of the major rivers and lakes of the County, as 
illustrated in Appendix 7: Natural Heritage and Environment, to extensions of existing dwellings, which 
shall be sensitively designed in terms of the individual site and materials.  
 
CPO12.43 Agriculture, native tree forestry, appropriate public amenity and recreational projects 
(Including the provision of slipways and angling infrastructure) and strategic Green Routes / Blueways 
/ Trails will beopen for consideration within the biodiversity protection zone, subject to appropriate 
safeguards and assessments.  
 
CPO12.44 Promote and encourage ongoing works to improve the navigability of the Royal Canal, and 
to investigate the provision of mooring points in appropriate locations along the Canal and on the islands 
within the major lakes of the County  
 
CPO12.45 Protect the historical, cultural and scenic importance of the Islands on the lakes and rivers 
within the County from inappropriate development, whether on the Islands themselves, or at locations 
that interferes with their integrity and setting.  
 
CPO12.46 Support and promote, with the co-operation of private landowners, public access to islands 
in the County.  
 
CPO12.47 Adopt bye-laws prohibiting or restricting jet-skiing, water skiing and any other noise 
generating activities during the lifetime of this Plan.  
 
CPO12.48 Reserve land adjacent to the canal, riverbanks and other waterbodies to promote and 
facilitate the creation of waterside linear routes to link with existing routes and amenity spaces and to 
facilitate the provision of walking/cycling routes along canals and watercourses. Protect, enhance and 
improve existing public rights of way and, where possible, provide additional access to inland waterways 
through agreement, permissive access and/or the acquisition of land for public rights of way and parking 
and lay-by facilities.  
 
CPO12.49 Development on or within the vicinity of the Royal Canal Spur and/or Harbour that potentially 
hinders the continued preservation or future reinstatement of either is to be discouraged.  
 
CPO12.57 Support the implementation of any relevant recommendations contained in the National 
Biodiversity Plan, the All Ireland Pollinator Plan and the National Peatlands Strategy the National 
Biodiversity Plan and the Longford Biodiversity Action Plan 2019-2024.  
 
CPO12.58 Ensure, where appropriate, the protection and conservation of areas, sites, species and 
ecological/networks of biodiversity value outside designated sites.  
 
CPO12.59 Improve the biodiversity and ecological value of the County through the promotion of the 
planting of native and heritage / traditional varieties and grass-cutting schemes amended to encourage 
local wildflower growth.  
 
CPO12.60 Require an appropriate level of ecological assessment by suitably qualified professional(s) 
to accompany development proposals likely to impact on such areas or species.  
 
CPO12.61 Assess proposed large-scale developments, particularly on greenfield sites and in 
environmentally sensitive areas, in terms of their impact on the biodiversity of the area.  
 
CPO12.62 Screen all projects and plans arising from this plan for the need to undertake Appropriate 
Assessment under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive. All such projects and plans will also be required 
to comply with statutory Environmental Impact Assessment requirements where relevant.  
 
CPO12.63 Require mitigating measures in certain cases where it is evident that biodiversity is likely to 
be affected. These measures may, in association with other specified requirements, include 
establishment of wildlife areas/corridors/parks, tree planting, wildflower meadows/marshes and other 
areas. With regard to residential development, in certain cases, these measures may be carried out in 
conjunction with the provision of open space and/or play areas.  
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CPO12.64 Facilitate increased awareness of the County’s biodiversity and natural heritage through the 
provision of information to landowners and the community generally, in cooperation with statutory and 
other partners.  
 
CPO12.65 Investigate and encourage the establishment of wildlife areas and corridors, particularly in 
the context of educational, recreational and amenity facilities.  
 
CPO12.66 Enhance the County’s biodiversity and natural heritage, including its landscape, by 
promoting appropriate recreational and amenity schemes.  
 
CPO12.67 Ensure that the County’s watercourses are retained for their biodiversity and flood protection 
values.  
 
CPO12.68 Conserve and enhance where possible, the wildlife habitats of the County’s rivers and 
riparian zones, lakes, canals and streams which occur outside of designated areas to provide a network 
of habitats and biodiversity corridors throughout the county.  
 
CPO12.69 Maintain a biodiversity zone of not less than 10 metres from the top of the bank of all 
watercourses in the county, with the full extent of the protection zone to be determined on a case by 
case basis by the Council, based on site specific characteristics and sensitivities. (Agriculture, native 
tree forestry, appropriate public amenity and recreational projects (Including the provision of slipways 
and angling infrastructure) and strategic Green Routes / Blueways / Trails will be open for consideration 
within the biodiversity protection zone, subject to appropriate safeguards and assessments).  
 
CPO12.70 Identify and map the identified wildlife corridors within the County during the lifetime of the 
Plan, as resources and capacity exists. To review the Ecosystems Service Scoring mechanism as a 
potential tool to support the evaluation of these identified habitats and their biodiversity value across 
the County.  
 
CPO12.71 Any development that is visible from any of our protected areas or waterways shall be 
substantially screened with multiple lines of native tree and hedge planting on all sides.  
 
CPO12.72 Encourage and promote in co-operation with Coillte and the Department of Communication, 
Energy and Natural Resources, the preparation and adoption of an Indicative Forestry Strategy for the 
County, as an important means of contributing to its objective of sustaining, protecting and enhancing 
the County’s biodiversity, natural resources and landscape and developing tourism product.  
 
CPO12.73 Preserve and enhance the amenity and biodiversity value of the County, by promoting the 
protection of trees, groups of trees and ancient woodlands, of significant amenity value, especially 
native and broadleaf species.  
 
CPO12.74 Undertake a survey of trees and woodlands within the County in order to identify individual 
trees and or, groups and stands of trees of value worthy of protection, including those in Demense 
landscapes.  
 
CPO12.75 Protect trees subject to Tree Preservation Orders and seek to designate additional Tree 
Preservation Orders, where appropriate.  
 
CPO12.76 Protect the following important stands of trees identified in Appendix 7: Natural Heritage and 
Environment from inappropriate development and unmanaged tree felling not part of an overall plan to 
ensure their sustainability; 1. Avenue at Smithfield, Legan 2. Woods at Carriglass, Castleforbes and 
Cashel. The perimeter deciduous woodland of Newcastle Woods but not the interior areas of 
commercial forestry. 3. Portanure Pine Woods 4. Derrycassan Woods 5. Culnagore Wood 6. Rathcline 
Wood 7. Trees along Regional Road R393 at Knockahaw 8. Woodlands at Erne Head, Woodville and 
Golaroe 9. Lime trees at Mosstown, Keenagh10. Trees at Rathsallagh 11. Wood at Farragh, Killoe The 
Council reserve the right, through the appropriate process, to add to this list of protected trees over the 
period of the Development Plan.  
 
CPO12.77 Discourage the felling of mature trees and hedgerow, particularly species rich roadside and 
townland boundary hedgerows to facilitate development and seek Tree Management Plans to ensure 
that trees are adequately protected during development and incorporated into the design of new 
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developments.  
 
CPO12.78 Protect all substantial areas of deciduous forest within the County, other than areas of 
commercial forestry. Proposals for development in these areas should seek to interact with the 
landscape character of the forested areas and its limits, recognising the importance of working with the 
forest to achieve sustainable development proposals, and enhancing and building on aspects of the 
forested areas that increase biodiversity and the natural habitat.  
 
CPO12.79 Encourage the development of proposals for new woodlands and community woodlands in 
urban/urban fringe areas utilising funding available through schemes such as the NeighbourWood and 
Native Woodland Schemes.  
 
CPO12.80 Protect and preserve existing hedgerows in new developments, particularly species rich 
roadside and townland boundary hedgerows, and where their removal is necessary during the course 
of road works, or other works, seek their replacement with new hedgerows of native species indigenous 
to the area.  
 
CPO12.81 Investigate the potential of completing a review of the Hedgerow Survey 2006.  
 
CPO12.82 Promote best practice in the control of invasive species in the carrying out of its functions in 
association with relevant authorities.  
 
CPO12.83 Develop and implement a programme of public awareness on the spread of invasive species 
and noxious weeds.  
 
CPO12.84 Require landowners and developers to adhere to best practice guidance in relation to the 
control of invasive species.  
 
CPO12.85 Ensure that proposals for development do not lead to the spread or introduction of invasive 
species. If developments are proposed on sites where invasive species are or were previously present, 
the applicant will be required to submit a control and management program for the particular invasive 
species as part of the planning process and to comply with the provisions of the European Communities 
Birds and Habitats Regulations 2011 (S.I. 477/2011)  
 
CPO12.86 Pursue the preparation, establishment and implementation of/compliance with the following 
(and any future updates): • Waste Management Plan for the Midlands Region. • National Hazardous 
Waste Plan. • EU and National legislation on the prevention of Air and Noise Pollution.  
 
CPO12.87 Encourage and promote environmental awareness and environmentally friendly practices in 
all aspects of life, particularly in industry, agriculture and all other commercial and leisure activities.  
 
CPO12.88 Reduce the impacts of existing pollutant activities through the following measures: • 
Negotiation of a reduction in the pollutant activity to a non-polluting level or a revision of operating times 
to reduce the impact of the activity on adjacent land uses. • Relocation to a more appropriate location 
where adjacent land uses are more compatible. • Imposition of conditions restricting emissions/activity 
• Use of enforcement action against unauthorised developments/uses.  
 
CPO12.89 Ensure the implementation of the specific guidance on radon prevention measures for new 
homes as contained within the existing Building Regulations (including any updated/superseding 
regulations that may be published within the lifetime of this Plan).  
 
CPO12.90 Encourage energy efficient design solutions, such as optimising solar gain and geothermal 
or air source heating, in order to reduce dependence on fossil fuels and increase environmental quality.  
 
CPO12.91 Assess any application for planning permission for new development, extension to existing 
development, or intensification or change of use, in terms of its potential impact on existing adjacent 
developments, existing land uses and/or the surrounding landscape. Where such development would 
have a significant adverse effect on the amenities of the area through pollution by noise, fumes, dust, 
grit or vibration, or cause pollution of air, water and/or soil, planning permission will not be forthcoming, 
prior to the proposal and introduction of mitigation measures agreed with the planning authority to 
eliminate negative environmental impacts or reduce them to an acceptable operating level.  
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CP0 12.92 Protect and develop, in a sustainable manner, the existing groundwater sources and aquifers 
in the County and manage development in a manner consistent with the protection of these resources 
in conformity with the EU Environmental Objectives (Groundwater) Regulations 2010, and any 
subsequent plan and the Groundwater Protection Scheme.  
 
CPO12.93 Implement the relevant recommendations contained within the River Basin Management 
Plan for Ireland 2018-2021 or any such plan that may supersede same during the lifetime of the plan 
Development proposals shall not have an unacceptable impact on the water environment, including 
surface waters, groundwater quality and quantity, river corridors and associated woodlands.  
 
CPO 12.94 Collaborate with Irish Water and other relevant stakeholders with the aim of protecting 
existing and potential water resources and achieving ‘good status’ in all water bodies in accordance 
with the requirements and guidance of relevant EU Directives and Regulations, including associated 
national legislation and policy guidance (including any superseding versions of same).  
 
CPO 12.95 Ensure licensing of discharges of effluent to groundwater, having particular regard to the 
requirements of the EC Environmental Objectives (Groundwater) Regulations, 2010 (S.I. No. 9 of 2010).  
 
CPO 12.96 Discourage the over-concentration of individual septic tanks and treatment plants to 
minimise the risk of groundwater pollution.  
 
CPO 12.97 Ensure implementation of the EC (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) 
Regulations, 2010 (S.I. No. 610 of 2010, which give effect to several EU Directives including in relation 
to protection of waters against pollution from agricultural sources (‘the Nitrates Directive’), dangerous 
substances in water, and protection of groundwater.  
 
CPO 12.98 Encourage the use of catchment-sensitive farming practices, in order to meet Water 
Framework Directive targets and comply with the National River Basin Management Plan.  
 
CPO12.99 Protect ground and surface water resources from pollution by ensuring the appropriate 
control of development in areas of high groundwater vulnerability, the recognition of ground water 
resources and abstraction points and any identified major catchment areas of surface water bodies 
capable of use as a potable water resource and ensuring that such sources, their zones of contribution, 
and areas of aquifer vulnerability are protected. Development of a potentially pollutant nature in these 
areas and any future areas identified shall be prohibited.  
 
CPO12.100 Seek to control and manage any potential point and/or diffuse sources of pollution with a 
view towards improving and maintaining ‘good’ water quality. Such activities include, but are not 
restricted to, wastewater and industrial discharges, landfills, quarries, mines, contaminated land, 
agricultural activities, wastewater from unsewered properties, forestry activities and the use and 
discharge of dangerous substances.  
 
CPO12.101 Consider development proposals that involve the physical modification of water bodies, 
including abstraction of water, having regard to the potential effect on habitats and plant and animal 
species, with particular consideration given to European Sites and specific actions proposed where 
negative impacts are anticipated.  
 
CPO12.102 Incorporate water protection measures into initial site selection and design and produce a 
Water Protection Plan for all planning applications. Water Protection Plans should aim to prevent 
contamination of storm water, minimise soiled and waste waters, install proper containment for material 
storage, install appropriate treatment and disposal arrangement for soiled and waste waters and take 
account of legal requirements for discharges to ground and surface waters.  
 
CPO12.103 Support, where possible, the development and implementation of a Groundwater 
Protection Scheme in tandem with the Geological Survey Ireland (GSI).  
 
CPO12.104 Promote the preservation of best ambient air quality compatible with sustainable 
development in accordance with the EU Ambient Air Quality and Cleaner Air for Europe (CAFE) 
Directive (2008/5/0/EC) and ensure that all air emissions associated with new developments are within 
Environmental Quality Standards as out in the Air Quality Standards Regulations 2011 (SI No. 180 of 
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201) (or any updated/superseding documents).  
 
CPO12.105 Support the collation of air quality and greenhouse gas monitoring data in support of a 
regional air quality and greenhouse gas emission inventory.  
 
CPO12.106 Seek to ensure in tandem with the EPA, that all developments are operated in a manner 
that does not contribute to deterioration in air quality.  
 
CPO12.107 Promote alternative and sustainable transport methods in order to maintain good air quality 
and support the introduction of charging points for electric vehicles (EVs) throughout the county and will 
seek to replace its fleet with EVs where feasible.  
 
CPO12.108 Promote the retention of trees, in-particular broad leaf-species, hedgerows and other 
vegetation where possible, and encourage afforestation and tree planting as a means of air purification 
and filtering.  
 
CPO12.109 Support the implementation of the Noise Directive 2002/49/EC and associated 
Environmental Noise Regulations 2006 and any subsequent revision of these regulations.  
 
CPO12.110 Support the Implementation of the Longford Noise Action Plan 2018-2023 (and any revision 
made thereto)  
 
CPO12.111 Require all developments to be designed and operated in a manner that will minimise and 
contain noise levels, including the use of noise / vibration attenuation measures as appropriate.  
 
CPO12.112 Require the submission of a Noise Impact Assessment for all developments likely to 
introduce noise generating uses in proximity to noise sensitive uses.  
 
CPO12.113 Control lighting in urban and rural areas and in particular in sensitive locations, in order to 
minimise impacts on residential amenity, habitats and species of importance.  
 
CPO12.114 (a) Require the use of energy efficient public lighting in all new development proposals. (b) 
New/Replacement LED luminaries with warmer colours (i.e. CCT values at or below 2700K) be 
specified for future installations to avoid environmental impacts associated with blue-rich LED light.  
 
CPO12.115 Recognise and protect fertile agricultural soils in the County as an important non-renewable 
natural resource and protect soils identified as agriculturally important in the Landscape Assessment 
through the prevention of inappropriate use in the development management process.  
 
CPO12.116 Identify areas of poorer soil in the County and respect their limitations, particularly in terms 
of their assimilative properties to prevent pollution  
 
CPO12.117 Prevent pollution in areas of poor soils through the implementation of relevant EPA and 
Department of Agriculture guidance and regulations in the percolation and/or spreading of domestic 
and agricultural effluent to land.  
 
CPO12.118 Investigate the potential uses of cutaway bogs in the County for renaturing and amenity 
and particularly consider the development of sustainable and renewable energy projects.  
 
CPO12.119 Ensure that adequate soil protection measures are undertaken where appropriate. 
Adequate and appropriate investigations shall be carried out into the nature and extent of any soil and 
groundwater contamination and the risks associated with site development work, where brownfield 
development is proposed.  
 
CPO12.120 Require that the EPA’s publication Code of Practice: Environmental Risk Assessment for 
Unregulated Waste Disposal Sites (2007) shall be taken into account as relevant by proposals for 
development within or adjacent to old landfill sites.  
 
CPO12.121 Ensure all undeveloped, contaminated sites shall be remediated to internationally accepted 
standards prior to redevelopment. All applications shall be accompanied by a report from a qualified, 
expert consultant remediation incorporating international best practice and expertise on innovative 
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ecological restoration techniques including specialist planting and green initiatives that create 
aesthetically improved sites, healthy environments and contribute to the provision of new green open 
spaces as integral parts of newly created areas.  
 
CPO12.123 Require that the treatment/management of any contaminated material shall comply as 
appropriate with the Waste Management Act 1996 (waste licence, waste facility permit), as amended, 
and under the EPA Act 1992 (Industrial Emissions licensing, in particular the First Schedule, Class 11 
Waste), as amended. These measures will ensure that contaminated material will be managed in a 
manner that removes any risk to human health and ensures that the end use will be compatible with 
any risk.  
 
CPO12.124 Require that prior to the grant of approval on contaminated sites, developers will carry out 
a full contaminated land risk assessment to demonstrate: • How the proposed land uses will be 
compatible with the protection of health and safety (including the durability of structures and services) 
- during both construction and occupation; and • How any contaminated soil or water encountered will 
be appropriately dealt with. 
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Appendix II – Appropriate Assessment 
 

1. LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 
 
The EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and 
flora, as amended by council directive 97/62/EC, 2006/105/EC, and Regulation EC1882/2003 of 
September 2003, as transposed into Irish law by the European Communities (Birds and Natural 
Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I. 477/11), provides the framework for legal protection for habitats and 
species of European importance. 
 
Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive lays down the procedure to be followed when planning 
new developments that might affect a Natura 2000 site. Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive states; 
 
“Any plan or project not directly connected with, or necessary to the management of the site, but 
likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans or 
projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in view of the site's 
conservation objectives. In the light of the conclusions of the assessment of the implications for the 
site, and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the competent national authorities shall agree to 
the plan or project only after having ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the 
site concerned and, if appropriate, after having obtained the opinion of the general public.”  
 
Article 6(4) would come into force following a determination that a plan or project may adversely 
affect the integrity of a Natura 2000 site. 
 
In Ireland, the implementation of these provisions of the EU Habitats Directive occurs in four stages: 
 
Stage 1: Screening for Appropriate Assessment 
This stage involves an initial screening assessment of the potential impacts of the project, either alone 
or in combination with other projects, upon a Natura 2000 site. If it can be concluded that there would 
be no significant impacts upon Natura 2000 sites, the assessment stops at this stage. If not, or if further 
assessment is required, the assessment proceeds to Stage 2. 
 
Stage 2: Appropriate Assessment / Natura Impact Statement (NIS) 
This stage assesses the impact of the project, alone or in combination with other projects or plans, on 
the integrity of the Natura 2000 site, with respect to the site’s conservation objectives, the site’s 
ecological structure and function and its overall integrity. The output of this stage is an NIS, which also 
includes any mitigation measures required to avoid, reduce or offset negative impacts of the project. 
If this stage determines that adverse effects on the Natura 2000 site cannot be excluded, then the 
plan or project should proceed to Stage 3 or be abandoned. 
 
Stage 3: Assessment of Alternative Solutions 
A detailed investigation is undertaken in this stage to determine whether alternative ways of achieving 
the objectives of the project or plan exist. Where no alternatives exist, the project or plan must 
proceed to Stage 4 or must be abandoned. 
 
Stage 4: Assessment where no Alternatives Exist and where Adverse Impacts Remain 
This is the final stage of the process, and is an assessment of compensatory measures where, in the 
light of an assessment of Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public Interest (IROPI), it is deemed that 
the project or plan should proceed. 
 
These safeguards are intended to ensure that future plans or projects are not authorised if they are 
likely to adversely affect the integrity of a Natura 2000 site. Significant impacts may include, but are 
not exclusive to, a loss of habitat area, fragmentation of the habitat, disturbance to species using the 
site and changes in water resources or quality. 
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2. SCREENING FOR APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT 
 
Screening is the first stage in the Appropriate Assessment process, and is carried out to determine the 
necessity for a more detailed Natura Impact Statement (Stage 2) where potential impacts are deemed 
to be of significance. Screening addresses and records the reasoning and conclusions in relation to the 
first two tests of Article 6(3); 
 

1. Whether a plan or project is directly connected to or necessary for the management of the 
Natura 2000 site; and 

2. Whether a plan or project, alone or in combination with other plans or projects, is likely to 
have significant effects on a Natura 2000 site, in view of its conservation objectives. 

 
Screening should be undertaken without the inclusion of mitigation measures. If the effects are 
deemed to be significant, potentially significant, or uncertain, or if the screening process becomes 
overly complicated, then the process must proceed to Stage 2 NIS. 
 
The findings and conclusions of the screening process should be documented, with the necessary 
supporting evidence and objective criteria. This is of particular importance in the cases where the 
Appropriate Assessment process ends at the screening stage because the conclusion is that no 
significant effects are likely. 
 
Screening for Appropriate Assessment involves: 

A. Description of the project and area characteristics (existing environment); 
B. Identification and description of Natura 2000 sites that could potentially be affected, and 

compilation of information on their qualifying interests and conservation objectives; 
C. Assessment of likely effects – direct, indirect and cumulative, undertaken on the basis of 

availability of information as a desk study, or field survey, or primary research as necessary; 
D. Screening statement with conclusions. 

 
The above items A-D inclusive are set out below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. Description of the project and area characteristics (existing environment); 
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• File Reference Number:  

TC14.306260 (Strategic Housing Development – Consultation) 
 

• Brief description of the project or plan: 
This proposed strategic housing development (SHD) consists of the construction of 100 dwellings 
and associated works, including a new vehicular and pedestrian access off the Bracklin Park Link 
Road.  
 
The proposed development would also include the construction of storm water and foul sewer 
drainage systems and all ancillary development works including internal road surfacing, boundary 
construction, the provision of outdoor artificial lighting and site landscaping.  
 
The expected construction timeframe would be approximately five years, with hours of operation 
from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Saturday. A temporary site compound would be established near 
the entrance of the proposed site, housing the site offices, storage facilities and staff welfare 
facilities such as a canteen and toilets.  
 
During the construction phase, site clearance works would be undertaken, which would involve 
the removal of the cow shed structure from the site, earth-moving activities and some vegetation 
removal, including scrub and minor sections of hedgerows and trees. No hedgerow or treeline 
removal works would be conducted during the 1st of March to the 31st of August so as not to 
disturb nesting bird species. Following site clearance works, construction of the residential 
dwellings would commence.  
 
A new surface water drainage system would be constructed for surface water generated within 
the developed site. Surface water, comprised of rainwater run-off from roofs and paved areas, 
would be collected via a system of gullies and stormwater drains and would pass through a Class 
I Bypass Separator and Attenuation System prior to connecting with the existing surface water 
network located at a location in Bracklin Park Link Road and at the location just north of Abhain 
Glas housing estate. 
 
A new domestic wastewater system would also be constructed. Domestic wastewater would be 
connected to Edgeworthstown’s public sewer in similar locations to where the surface water will 
connect to the public system, in the Bracklin Park Link Road and north of Abhainn Glas housing 
estate. The domestic wastewater would undergo treatment at Edgeworthstown Waste Water 
Treatment Plant prior to discharge.  
 
A landscaping plan has been prepared by CSR for the proposed development, which includes 
planting of both native and garden-variety species. While some mature tree removal works are 
required, the remainder of vegetation along the field hedgerow boundaries would be retained.  
 

• Brief description of site characteristics (existing environment): 
The application site (3.75 ha in area) is located on the north western side of the town of 
Edgeworthstown which is just north of the N4 dual carriageway. The site comprises greenfield 
agricultural and wet grasslands and slopes downward generally from north to south. Lands 
adjacent and to the north are being drained through the site via a network of small streams in 
existing field boundary ditches. To the south of the site is a small stream, which drains the lands 
and connects to the River Black at a distance of 300m to the SW. The site of proposed 
development is on the northern edge of the lnny River Catchment ([Shannon]_SC_050), within 
the Shannon River Basin District, the Upper Shannon Hydrometric Area, the Inny Water 
Management Unit and the Black (Westmeath) Water Framework Directive sub-basin.   Land 
immediately adjacent to the north and west are farmland and lands adjacent to the east contain 
detached bungalows. A housing estate known as Bracklin Park is located adjacent and to the 
south east. The subject site is not located within or immediately adjacent to any Natura/European 
site. 
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• Relevant prescribed bodies notified pursuant to Article 285(5)(a) of PDR 2017:  
Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (archaeology), Heritage Council, An Taisce, Irish 
Water and Longford County Childcare Committee. 

 
B. Identification and description of Natura 2000 sites that could potentially be affected, and 

compilation of information on their qualifying interests and conservation objectives; 

In accordance with the guidelines issued by the Department of the Environment and Local 
Government, a list of Natura 2000 sites within a possible zone of influence of the proposed 
development have been identified and described according to their site synopsis, Qualifying 
Interests, Special Conservation Interests and Conservation Objectives. An initial radius area of 15km 
from the proposed site was screened. In addition, any other Natura 2000 sites further beyond the 
15km radius, but potentially within its zone of influence, were also considered. The zone of influence 
may be determined by an assessment of the connectivity between the application site and the 
designated areas by virtue of hydrological connectivity, atmospheric emissions, flight paths, 
ecological corridors etc. The identified Natura 2000 Sites are set out in Appendix III, along with the 
site synopsis, qualifying interests and conservation objectives of each of the Sites.  
 
In total, there are 12 Designated Sites are within a circa 15km radius of the development site - 6 Special 
Protection Areas and 6 Special Areas of Conservation. Figure 7 below presents the locations of these 
sites relative the proposed development site. 
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Figure 8 below shows the route the River Black takes south west of the development site, down to the 
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point where it joins the River Inny. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 8 – Route of Black River  
 

Of the 12 identified Natura 2000 Sites, 4 Designated Sites are within the zone of influence due to 
weak hydrological connections to the development site via the Black River.  
 
The River Black does not flow through the development site, however the streams running through 
the drainage ditches in the site eventually drain to the River Black, which is circa 300m to the 
south/south west of the development site. Historically (old version OSI maps) the River Black flowed 
circa 8km downstream of Edgeworthstown into and out of Glen Lough (which is a Special Protection 
Area designated for its wintering population of Whooper Swan), however, since Glen Lough was 
drained in the 1960s, the flow of the River Black has been altered and it is now only connected to the 
marsh area of Glen Lough by a drainage channel. The River does not appear to flow within the Glen 
Lough SPA boundary, however it flows within the proposed Natural Heritage Area of Glen Lough.  
 
The River Black then flows south east from Glen Lough for another circa 7km into Lough Iron (which 
is a SPA, designated for its wintering population of Whooper Swan, Wigeon, Teal, Shoveler, Coot, 
Golden Plover, Greenland White-fronted Goose and as a Wetland Habitat), where the River Black 
connects to the River Inny. From Lough Iron, the River Inny flows south west from this point for 
another circa 33km, draining into Lough Ree SAC and SPA, which is a European site designated for 
inter alia natural eutrophic lakes and its wetland habitat value amongst many other interests. 
Water Quality of the River Black 

Moderate Q3-
4 EPA Rating 

in 2020 

Good Q4 
EPA Rating 

in 2020 
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The River Black has been assigned an “at risk” Water Framework Directive (WFD) Risk Score. The most 
recent EPA data in 2020 suggests the River Black is of “Poor” Q3 status at the test site on the 
Ballymahon Road in Edgeworthstown, which is downstream of both the proposed development site 
and the town centre, but upstream of the Edgeworthstown WWTP. A Water Quality Report attached 
to the Annual Environmental Report for 2020 (issued March 2021) concluded that the discharge from 
the Edgeworthstown WWTP is currently having no significant effect on the River Black (extract of 
Report below). 
 

 
 
As the River Black flows south away from Edgeworthstown, it improves to a Q3-4 “Moderate” rating 
before just bypassing a Natura 2000 site at Glen Lough SPA (the River Black appears to enter within 
the pNHA of Glen Lough however).  
 
South of Glen Lough, the River Black improves its status again to a “Good” Q4 rating before it connects 
to the next nearest Natura 2000 Site at Lough Iron SPA.  
 
Figure 9 below explains the EPA ratings and Figure 10 shows the historic ratings given to the Black 
River since 1980. It can be seen that in the 1980s and 1990s the River was of very poor quality, but it 
started to improve in the 2000s and in 2020, has had its peak ratings to date, with Q3 ratings at the 
two measure points nearest the town centre, improving to a Q3-4 Moderate rating prior to the 
location where it just bypasses Glen Lough SPA, at 8km downstream. 

 

 
Figure 9 – EPA River Ratings 
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Figure 10 – History of Ratings for Black River 

 
 

C. Assessment of likely effects – direct, indirect and cumulative, undertaken on the basis of 
availability of information as a deskstudy, or field survey, or primary research as necessary; 

 
The potential impacts of the proposed development on the Natura 2000 sites identified above are 
described below 
 

Assessment of Likely Significant Effects 

(a) Identify all potential direct and indirect impacts that may result in significant effects on the 
conservation objectives of a European site, taking into account the size and scale of the project 
under the following headings: 

Impacts: Significance of Impacts: (duration/magnitude/etc.) 

Construction phase e.g. 

• Vegetation clearance 

• Demolition 

• Surface water runoff from soil excavation/ 

infill/landscaping (including borrow pits) 

• Dust, noise, vibration 

• Lighting disturbance 

• Impact on groundwater/dewatering 

• Storage of excavated/construction materials 

• Access to site 

• Pests 

During the construction phase there is potential for 
surface water runoff from site works to temporarily 
discharge to the streams connecting to the Black 
River (300m to the South West of the site) – The 
Black River passes just north east of Glen Lough 
SPA (8km downstream of the site), then 
discharges into Lough Iron SPA where it connects 
to the River Inny (12km downstream of the site), 
before it ultimately discharges to Lough Ree SPA & 
SAC (circa 48km downstream of the site). 

However the hydrological connection to the 
Natura 2000 sites is indirect and weak. Intervening 
land use and the separation distances above  mean 
that water quality in the European sites will not be 
negatively affected by any contaminants, such as 
silt from site clearance and other construction 
activities, if such an event were to occur due to 
dilution and settling out over such a distance. 

The construction phase will not result in significant 
environmental impacts that could affect European 
Sites within the wider catchment area. 

Edgeworthstn: 
Ballymahon Road Br 

Bridge near Ballalaghta 

5th Br d/s St 0100 
(Prior to nearing Glen Lough) 

Test Site 
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Operational phase e.g. 

• Direct emission to air and water 

• Surface water runoff containing 
contaminant or sediment 

• Lighting disturbance 

• Noise/vibration 

• Changes to water/groundwater due to 
drainage or abstraction 

• Presence of people, vehicles and activities 

• Physical presence of structures 
(e.g. collision risks) 

• Potential for accidents or incidents 

All foul and surface water runoff once the dwellings 
are occupied will be contained on site and 
discharged to urban drainage systems. 

The wastewater will discharge to 
Edgeworthstown WWTP, which ultimately 
discharges under licence to the River Black. 

The hydrological connections are indirect and weak 
and the separation distance is significant, such that 
there is no real likelihood of any significant effects 
on European Sites in the wider catchment area. 

Per sampling taken in 2020, the Black River is of 
EPA “Moderate” Q3-4 status prior to it passing just 
north east of Glen Lough SPA (8km downstream of 
the site), before upgrading to “Good” Q4 status 
before it discharges into Lough Iron SPA where it 
connects to the River Inny (12km downstream of 
the site), and the River Inny remains at “Good” Q4 
status before it ultimately discharges to Lough Ree 
SPA & SAC (circa 48km downstream of the site). 

In-combination/Other All extant developments are similarly served by 
urban drainage systems and the WWTP and have 
been screened out for appropriate assessment. 

A NIR for Longford County was prepared in July 
2021 for the Draft Longford CDP 2021-2027 - No  
known threats or pressures relating to water 
quality on any European sites were identified in 
the 4 European Sites identified in the zone of 
influence (Glen Lough SPA, Lough Iron SPA, Lough 
Ree SPA and Lough Ree SAC). 

No likely significant in-combination effects 
are identified. 

(b) Describe any likely changes to the European site: 

Examples of the type of changes to give  
consideration to include: 

• Reduction or fragmentation of habitat area 

• Disturbance to QI species 

• Habitat or species fragmentation 

• Reduction or fragmentation in species 
density 

• Changes in key indicators of conservation 

status value (water quality etc.) 

• Changes to areas of sensitivity or threats to 
QI 

• Interference with the key relationships that 
define the structure or ecological function 
of the site 

• Climate change 

None. 

The application site is not located adjacent or 
within a European site, therefore there is no risk 
of habitat loss or fragmentation or any effects on 
QI species directly or ex-situ. 

The existing environment includes a WWTP and 
urban drainage systems. 

The significant distance between the proposed 
development site and any European Sites, 
combined with the very weak and indirect 
ecological pathways and lack of functional 
pathways are such that the proposal will not 
result in any likely changes to the European sites 
identified. 
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(c) Are ‘mitigation’ measures necessary to reach a conclusion that likely significant effects can be 
ruled out at screening? 

                _Yes ✘ No While best practice construction methods 

are referenced these are not required to 

avoid or reduce any effects on a European 

site. These measures are not relied upon to 

reach a conclusion of no likely significant 

effects on any European site. 
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D. Screening statement with Conclusion 
 

In accordance with Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive, the relevant case law, 
established best practice and the precautionary principle, this AA Screening Report 
has examined the details of the project in relation to the relevant Natura 2000 sites 
that may be impacted by the proposed development. 
 
In view of best scientific knowledge and on the basis of objective information, it 
can be concluded that this application, whether individually or in combination with 
other plans and projects, will have no impacts upon the Natura 2000 sites. The 
integrity of these sites will be maintained and the habitats and species associated 
with these sites will not be adversely affected. It is of the opinion of this author 
that this application does not need to proceed to Stage II of the Appropriate 
Assessment process. A Finding of No Significant Effects Report Matrix and 
Screening Determination Statement are included below. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name of project
Proposed SHD in Bloomfield Park, Bracklin Road, 

Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford

Name and location of Natura 2000 sites

There are 12 Natura 2000 sites within 15km of the 

application site. These sites are analysed in Appendix 

III. 4 of the 12 Natura Sites have a weak and indirect 

hydrological connection with the development site.

Description of project A residential development.

Is the project directly connected with or necessary 

to the management of the site?
No

Are there other projects or plans that together with 

project being assessed could affect the site?
No

Describe how the project is likely to affect the 

Natura 2000 site

Having regard to the location, nature and scale of the 

proposed development, it is considered that there is no 

potential for significant effects either from the 

proposed development on its own or in combination 

with other plans and projects.

Explain why these effects are not considered 

significant

Not applicable as there is no potential for significant 

negative impacts.

Describe how the project is likely to affect species 

designated under Annex II of the Habitats 

Directive.

No impacts likely.

Who carried out the assessment Joseph M. McConville BAgrSc FArborA CEnv 

Sources of data
NPWS, EPA, National Biodiversity Data Centre, 

Longford County Council

Level of assessment completed Stage 1 Appropriate Assessment Screening

Where can the full results of the assessment be 

accessed and viewed
Full results included

Finding of No Significant Effects Report Matrix

The Assessment of Significance of Effects

Data Collected to Carry out the Assessment
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Screening Determination Statement: 

 

The assessment of significance of effects: 

Describe how the proposed development (alone or in-combination) is/is not likely to have 

significant effects on European site(s) in view of its conservation objectives. 

 

On the basis of the information on file, which is considered adequate to undertake a screening 

determination and having regard to: 

• the nature and scale of the proposed development on fully serviced lands, 

• the intervening land uses and distance from European sites, 

• the lack of direct connections with regard to the Source-Pathway-Receptor model, 

it is concluded that the proposed development, individually or in-combination with other plans or 

projects, would not be likely to have a significant effect on the above listed European sites or any 

other European site, in view of the said sites’ conservation objectives. 

An appropriate assessment is not, therefore, required. 

 

      Conclusion: 
 

Recommendation: 
 

It is clear that no likelihood of significant 
effects arises. 

 

The proposal can be screened out: 

Appropriate assessment not required. 
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Appendix III 
Qualifying Interests, Special Conservation Interests & Conservation Objectives of Identified European Sites  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Natura Site 

Name

Natura 

Site Code
 Separation Connections (Source-Pathway-Receptor) 

List of Qualifying Interest/Special Conservation 

Interest 
Conservation Objectives

Published Date & 

WebLink

Considered 

further in 

screening?

Ardagullion 

Bog SAC
002341 6km

No ecological connection via ground/surface 

water. No ecological

connection via air due to separation distance. 

[7110] Active raised bogs ARB (priority habitat)

[7120] Degraded raised bogs still capable of 

natural regeneration

[7150] Depressions on peat substrates of the 

Rhynchosporion 

17 No. Attributes and Targets for ARB, 

including area, range, structure, functions and 

typical specifies of ARB habitat [7110]

06.11.2015 - Version 

1 - 

https://www.npws.ie

/protected-

sites/sac/002341

No

Glen Lough 

SPA
004045

7km (8km 

downstream)

Yes - Weak hydrological connections exist 

through:

(i) Surface water ultimately discharges to River 

Black, a tributary of River Inny, connecting to 

outfall in Lough Ree and

(ii) Wastewater from the site passes through 

Edgeworthstown WWTP which also discharges 

to the River Black, a tributary of River Inny, and 

in turn discharges to Lough Ree

[A038] Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus

Site Specific COs have not been issued. The 

generic CO is "To maintain or restore the 

favourable conservation condition of the bird 

species listed as Special Conservation Interests 

for this SPA"

23.03.2021 - Generic 

Version 8.0 - 

https://www.npws.ie

/protected-

sites/spa/004045

No

Garriskil Bog 

SPA
004102 11km

No - Due to distance and the lack of any 

relevant ex-situ factors of significance to these 

species.

[A395] Greenland White-fronted Goose Anser 

albifrons flavirostris 

Site Specific COs have not been issued. The 

generic CO is "To maintain or restore the 

favourable conservation condition of the bird 

species listed as Special Conservation Interests 

for this SPA"

23.03.2021 - Generic 

Version 8.0 - 

https://www.npws.ie

/protected-

sites/spa/004102

No

Garriskil Bog 

SAC
000679 11km

No ecological connection via ground/surface 

water. No ecological

connection via air due to separation distance. 

[7110] Active raised bogs ARB (priority habitat)

[7120] Degraded raised bogs still capable of 

natural regeneration

[7150] Depressions on peat substrates of the 

Rhynchosporion 

17 No. Attributes and Targets for ARB, 

including area, range, structure, functions and 

typical species of ARB habitat [7110]

02.11.2015 - Version 

1 - 

https://www.npws.ie

/protected-

sites/sac/000679

No

Mount Jessop 

Bog SAC
002202 13km

No ecological connection via ground/surface 

water. No ecological

connection via air due to separation distance. 

[7120] Degraded raised bogs still capable of 

natural regeneration

[91D0] Bog woodland (priority habitat)

Site Specific COs have not been issued. The 

generic CO is "To maintain or restore the 

favourable conservation condition of the Annex I 

habitat(s) and/or the Annex II species for which 

the SAC has been selected:"

23.03.2021 - Generic 

Version 8.0 - 

https://www.npws.ie

/protected-

sites/sac/002202

No

Lough Iron 

SPA
004046

12km (14km 

downstream)

Yes - Weak hydrological connections exist 

through:

(i) Surface water ultimately discharges to River 

Black, a tributary of River Inny, connecting to 

outfall in Lough Ree and

(ii) Wastewater from the site passes through 

Edgeworthstown WWTP which also discharges 

to the River Black, a tributary of River Inny, and 

in turn discharges to Lough Ree

[A038] Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus

[A050] Wigeon Anas penelope

[A052] Teal Anas crecca

[A056] Shoveler Anas clypeata

[A125] Coot Fulica atra

[A140] Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria

[A395] Greenland White-fronted Goose Anser 

albifrons flavirostris

Site Specific COs have not been issued. The 

generic CO is 

"To maintain or restore the favourable 

conservation condition of the bird species and 

listed as Special Conservation Interests for this 

SPA:"

and

"To maintain or restore the favourable 

conservation condition of the wetland habitat at 

Lough Iron SPA as a resource for the regularly-

occurring migratory waterbirds that utilise it."

23.03.2021 - Generic 

Version 8.0 - 

https://www.npws.ie

/protected-

sites/spa/004046

No

Lough Kinale 

and 

Derragh Lough 

SPA

004061 15km

No - Due to distance and the lack of any 

relevant ex-situ factors of significance to these 

species.

[A059] Pochard Aythya ferina

[A061] Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 

Site Specific COs have not been issued. The 

generic CO is 

"To maintain or restore the favourable 

conservation condition of the bird species and 

listed as Special Conservation Interests for this 

SPA:"

and

"To maintain or restore the favourable 

conservation condition of the wetland habitat at 

Lough Kinale and Derragh Lough SPA as a 

resource for the regularly-occurring migratory 

waterbirds that utilise it."

23.03.2021 - Generic 

Version 8.0 - 

https://www.npws.ie

/protected-

sites/spa/004061

No

Derragh Bog 

SAC
002201 15km

No ecological connection via ground/surface 

water. No ecological

connection via air due to separation distance. 

[7110] Active raised bogs ARB (priority habitat)

[7120] Degraded raised bogs still capable of 

natural regeneration 

Site Specific COs have not been issued. The 

generic CO is "To maintain or restore the 

favourable conservation condition of the Annex I 

habitat(s) and/or the Annex II species for which 

the SAC has been selected:"

23.03.2021 - Generic 

Version 8.0 - 

https://www.npws.ie

/protected-

sites/sac/002201

No

Brown Bog 

SAC
002346 15.5km

No ecological connection via ground/surface 

water. No ecological

connection via air due to separation distance. 

[7110] Active raised bogs ARB (priority habitat)

[7120] Degraded raised bogs still capable of 

natural regeneration

[7150] Depressions on peat substrates of the 

Rhynchosporion 

17 No. Attributes and Targets for ARB, 

including area, range, structure, functions and 

typical specifies of ARB habitat [7110]

18.02.2016 - Version 

1 - 

https://www.npws.ie

/protected-

sites/sac/002346

No

Lough 

Derravaragh 

SPA

004043 15km

No - Due to distance and the lack of any 

relevant ex-situ factors of significance to these 

species.

[A038] Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus

[A059] Pochard Aythya ferina

[A061] Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula

[A125] Coot Fulica atra 

Site Specific COs have not been issued. The 

generic CO is 

"To maintain or restore the favourable 

conservation condition of the bird species and 

listed as Special Conservation Interests for this 

SPA:"

and

"To maintain or restore the favourable 

conservation condition of the wetland habitat at 

Lough Derravaragh SPA as a resource for the 

regularly-occurring migratory waterbirds that 

utilise it."

23.03.2021 - Generic 

Version 8.0 - 

https://www.npws.ie

/protected-

sites/spa/004043

No
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Natura Site 

Name

Natura 

Site Code
 Separation Connections (Source-Pathway-Receptor) 

List of Qualifying Interest/Special Conservation 

Interest 
Conservation Objectives

Published Date & 

WebLink

Considered 

further in 

screening?

Lough Ree 

SAC
000440

22km (48km 

downstream)

Yes - Weak hydrological connections exist 

through:

(i) Surface water ultimately discharges to River 

Black, a tributary of River Inny, connecting to 

outfall in Lough Ree and

(ii) Wastewater from the site passes through 

Edgeworthstown WWTP which also discharges 

to the River Black, a tributary of River Inny, and 

in turn discharges to Lough Ree

[1355] Otter Lutra lutra

[3150] Natural eutrophic lakes with 

Magnopotamion or Hydrocharition - type 

vegetation

[6210] Semi-natural dry grasslands and 

scrubland facies on calcareous substrates

(Festuco-Brometalia) (* important orchid sites) 

(priority habitat)

[7120] Degraded raised bogs still capable of 

natural regeneration

[7230] Alkaline fens

[8240] Limestone pavements (priority habitat)

[91A0] Old sessile oak woods with llex and 

Blechnum  in the British Isles

[91D0] Bog woodland (priority habitat)

7 No. Attributes and Targets for Otter Lutra Lutra 

[1355], including distribution, extent of terrestial & 

freshwater habitats, couching sites and holts, barriers to 

connectivity

18 No. Attributes and Targets for Natural Eutrophic Lake 

[3150], including area, range, typical species, water 

quality, habitat and vegetation distribution.

11 No. Attributes and Targets for Semi-natural dry 

grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates 

[6210], including area, distribution, physical and 

vegetation structure, vegetation composition.

17 No. Attributes and Targets for Degraded raised bogs 

still capable of natural regeneration [7120], including 

area, range, structure, functions and typical species

9 No. Attributes and Targets for Alkaline fens [7230], 

including area, hydological regime, peat formation, 

vegetation structure and composition, physical structure

12 No. Attributes and Targets for Limestone Pavement 

[8240], including area, distribution, vegetation 

composition, vegetation structure, physical structure, 

indicators of local distinctiveness

10 No. Attributes and Targets for Bog Woodland [91D0], 

including area, habitat distribution, vegetation 

composition, woodland structure

09.08.2016 - Version 

1 - 

https://www.npws.ie

/protected-

sites/sac/000440

No

Lough Ree 

SPA
004064

22km (48km 

downstream)

Yes - Weak hydrological connections exist 

through:

(i) Surface water ultimately discharges to River 

Black, a tributary of River Inny, connecting to 

outfall in Lough Ree and

(ii) Wastewater from the site passes through 

Edgeworthstown WWTP which also discharges 

to the River Black, a tributary of River Inny, and 

in turn discharges to Lough Ree

[A004] Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis

[A038] Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus

[A050] Wigeon Anas penelope

[A052] Teal Anas crecca

[A053] Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

[A056] Shoveler Anas clypeata

[A061] Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula

[A065] Common Scoter Melanitta nigra 

[A067] Goldeneye Bucephala clangula

[A125] Coot Fulica atra

[A140] Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria

[A142] Lapwing Vanellus vanellus

[A193] Common Tern Sterna hirundo 

Site Specific COs have not been issued. The 

generic COs are 

"To maintain or restore the favourable 

conservation condition of the bird species listed as 

Special Conservation Interests for this SPA" 

and 

"To maintain or restore the favourable 

conservation condition of the wetland habitat at 

Lough Ree SPA as a resource for the regularly-

occurring migratory waterbirds that utilise it."

23.03.2021 - Generic 

Version 8.0 - 

https://www.npws.ie

/protected-

sites/spa/004064

No
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Appendix IV – Photographs from Site Survey 
 

 
South corner of Field 1 – Drainage Ditch & Wet Grassland, Rushes visible 

 

 
View of stone wall on Bracklin Road, Field 2 improved grassland to the left side 
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Appendix V – National Biodiversity Data Centre Species Records 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grid square Species group Species name Record count Date of last record Title of dataset Designation

Custom terrestrial mammal West European Hedgehog (Erinaceus 

europaeus)

1 31/12/1981 Mammal Recording Scheme 1970-

1985 (An Foras Forbartha)

Protected Species: Wildlife 

Acts

Species list for N2572

Quality of information

The National Biodiversity Data Centre makes every effort to ensure the quality of the information available on this 

website and updates the information regularly. Before relying on the information on this site, however, users should 

carefully evaluate its accuracy, currency, completeness and relevance for their purposes.  The National Biodiversity Data 

Centre cannot guarantee and assumes no legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, currency or completeness of the 

information.

To assist the Centre in the provision of high quality information, should you identify an error in any of the information 

provided, please notify the Centre and every effort will be made to rectify the error.
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Species list for N2573

Grid square Species group Species name Record count Date of last record Title of dataset Designation

Custom fern Adder's-tongue (Ophioglossum 

vulgatum)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Annual Meadow-grass (Poa annua) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Blinks (Montia fontana) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Bog Stitchwort (Stellaria alsine) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Brooklime (Veronica beccabunga) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Brown Sedge (Carex disticha) 2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Bugle (Ajuga reptans) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Bulbous Buttercup (Ranunculus 

bulbosus)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Bulbous Rush (Juncus bulbosus) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Bush Vetch (Vicia sepium) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Carnation Sedge (Carex panicea) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Cat's-ear (Hypochaeris radicata) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Clustered Dock (Rumex 

conglomeratus)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Cock's-foot (Dactylis glomerata) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Common Knapweed (Centaurea 

nigra)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Common Mouse-ear (Cerastium 

fontanum)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Common Nettle (Urtica dioica) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Common Sedge (Carex nigra) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Common Sorrel (Rumex acetosa) 2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Common Water-starwort (Callitriche 

stagnalis)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Creeping Bent (Agrostis stolonifera) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Creeping Buttercup (Ranunculus 

repens)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Creeping Thistle (Cirsium arvense) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Crested Dog's-tail (Cynosurus 

cristatus)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Cuckooflower (Cardamine pratensis) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Daisy (Bellis perennis) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Devil's-bit Scabious (Succisa 

pratensis)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Field Wood-rush (Luzula campestris) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Flea Sedge (Carex pulicaris) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Floating Sweet-grass (Glyceria 

fluitans)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Germander Speedwell (Veronica 

chamaedrys)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Glaucous Sedge (Carex flacca) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Gorse (Ulex europaeus) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Great Willowherb (Epilobium 

hirsutum)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Hairy Sedge (Carex hirta) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Hard Rush (Juncus inflexus) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Herb-Robert (Geranium robertianum) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Ivy-leaved Crowfoot (Ranunculus 

hederaceus)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Lesser Celandine (Ranunculus ficaria) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Lesser Spearwort (Ranunculus 

flammula)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Lesser Stitchwort (Stellaria graminea) 2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Lousewort (Pedicularis sylvatica) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Marsh Cinquefoil (Potentilla palustris) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Marsh Foxtail (Alopecurus 

geniculatus)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Marsh Ragwort (Senecio aquaticus) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Marsh Thistle (Cirsium palustre) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Marsh-bedstraw (Galium palustre) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Marsh-marigold (Caltha palustris) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Meadow Buttercup (Ranunculus 

acris)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Meadow Fescue (Festuca pratensis) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Meadow Foxtail (Alopecurus 

pratensis)

2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Meadow Vetchling (Lathyrus 

pratensis)

2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria) 2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Perennial Rye-grass (Lolium perenne) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Pignut (Conopodium majus) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Primrose (Primula vulgaris) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Procumbent Pearlwort (Sagina 

procumbens)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Purple-loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Ragged-Robin (Lychnis flos-cuculi) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Red Clover (Trifolium pratense) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Red Fescue (Festuca rubra) 2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Ribwort Plantain (Plantago 

lanceolata)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Rough Meadow-grass (Poa trivialis) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Selfheal (Prunella vulgaris) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Sharp-flowered Rush (Juncus 

acutiflorus)

2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Short-fruited Willowherb (Epilobium 

obscurum)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Silverweed (Potentilla anserina) 2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Slender St John's-wort (Hypericum 

pulchrum)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Smooth Meadow-grass (Poa 

pratensis)

2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Soft-rush (Juncus effusus) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Spear Thistle (Cirsium vulgare) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Square-stalked St John's-wort 

(Hypericum tetrapterum)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Sticky Mouse-ear (Cerastium 

glomeratum)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Sweet Vernal-grass (Anthoxanthum 

odoratum)

2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Taraxacum aggregate 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Thyme-leaved Speedwell (Veronica 

serpyllifolia)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Tormentil (Potentilla erecta) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Tufted Hair-grass (Deschampsia 

cespitosa)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Water Forget-me-not (Myosotis 

scorpioides)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Water Mint (Mentha aquatica) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Wavy Bitter-cress (Cardamine 

flexuosa)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant White Clover (Trifolium repens) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Yarrow (Achillea millefolium) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Yellow Iris (Iris pseudacorus) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus) 2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom horsetail Field Horsetail (Equisetum arvense) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom horsetail Marsh Horsetail (Equisetum palustre) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom horsetail Water Horsetail (Equisetum fluviatile) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database
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Custom flowering plant Gorse (Ulex europaeus) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Great Willowherb (Epilobium 

hirsutum)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Hairy Sedge (Carex hirta) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Hard Rush (Juncus inflexus) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Herb-Robert (Geranium robertianum) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Ivy-leaved Crowfoot (Ranunculus 

hederaceus)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Lesser Celandine (Ranunculus ficaria) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Lesser Spearwort (Ranunculus 

flammula)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Lesser Stitchwort (Stellaria graminea) 2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Lousewort (Pedicularis sylvatica) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Marsh Cinquefoil (Potentilla palustris) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Marsh Foxtail (Alopecurus 

geniculatus)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Marsh Ragwort (Senecio aquaticus) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Marsh Thistle (Cirsium palustre) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Marsh-bedstraw (Galium palustre) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Marsh-marigold (Caltha palustris) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Meadow Buttercup (Ranunculus 

acris)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Meadow Fescue (Festuca pratensis) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Meadow Foxtail (Alopecurus 

pratensis)

2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Meadow Vetchling (Lathyrus 

pratensis)

2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria) 2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Perennial Rye-grass (Lolium perenne) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Pignut (Conopodium majus) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Primrose (Primula vulgaris) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Procumbent Pearlwort (Sagina 

procumbens)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Purple-loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Ragged-Robin (Lychnis flos-cuculi) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Red Clover (Trifolium pratense) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Red Fescue (Festuca rubra) 2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Ribwort Plantain (Plantago 

lanceolata)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Rough Meadow-grass (Poa trivialis) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Selfheal (Prunella vulgaris) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Sharp-flowered Rush (Juncus 

acutiflorus)

2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Short-fruited Willowherb (Epilobium 

obscurum)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Silverweed (Potentilla anserina) 2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Slender St John's-wort (Hypericum 

pulchrum)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Smooth Meadow-grass (Poa 

pratensis)

2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Soft-rush (Juncus effusus) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Spear Thistle (Cirsium vulgare) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Square-stalked St John's-wort 

(Hypericum tetrapterum)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Sticky Mouse-ear (Cerastium 

glomeratum)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Sweet Vernal-grass (Anthoxanthum 

odoratum)

2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Taraxacum aggregate 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Thyme-leaved Speedwell (Veronica 

serpyllifolia)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Tormentil (Potentilla erecta) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Tufted Hair-grass (Deschampsia 

cespitosa)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Water Forget-me-not (Myosotis 

scorpioides)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Water Mint (Mentha aquatica) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Wavy Bitter-cress (Cardamine 

flexuosa)

1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant White Clover (Trifolium repens) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Yarrow (Achillea millefolium) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Yellow Iris (Iris pseudacorus) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus) 2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom horsetail Field Horsetail (Equisetum arvense) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom horsetail Marsh Horsetail (Equisetum palustre) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom horsetail Water Horsetail (Equisetum fluviatile) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database
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Background
The National Biodiversity Data Centre is committed to the goals and principles of making biodiversity data openly and universally 

available. This commitment is given on the understanding that the provision of data will further the conservation of biological 

diversity. 

This spreadsheet provides a summary of the data contained in the National Biodiversity Data Centre, maintained by the National 

Biodiversity Data Centre, for the given area of your query.

Use of this information is encouraged for decision making, research and sharing knowledge on Ireland’s biodiversity.    When using 

this information, please note:

•         The information contained in this spreadsheet can only be considered a guide to the conservation importance or value of a 

given area, as the available data is unlikely to be systematic or complete.

•         Absence of records of threatened or protected species from an area does not imply that they are not present within the given 

area. Their absence may be due to lack of adequate surveys of the area.

•         The interpretation of the information generated in this query should be undertaken by a qualified ecologist to ensure its 

meaning is not misunderstood.

•         The use of this information for decision making should in no way be seen as a substitute for appropriate contemporary field 

survey. It can, however, be used to prioritise elements of biodiversity for more detailed study.

Use of this information in reports or other published sources must be accompanied by an acknowledgement as follows: 

 ‘Information from the National Biodiversity Data Centre downloaded from Biodiversity Maps on [ insert date  ].’

The Centre would welcome notification to info@biodiversityireland.ie of any reports or other publications in which this summary 

information is used.

Disclaimer
This website & mapping system is presented by the National Biodiversity Data Centre free of charge for the benefit of the public.  

The National Biodiversity Data Centre does not accept any liability for any injury, loss or damage of any kind incurred by use of or 

reliance on the information.

The National Biodiversity Data Centre accepts no liability for any interference with or damage to a user's computer system, 

software or data occurring in connection with this website. Users are encouraged to take appropriate and adequate precautions to 

ensure that whatever is selected from this site is free of viruses or other contamination that may interfere with or damage the 

user's computer system, software or data.

Quality of information

The National Biodiversity Data Centre makes every effort to ensure the quality of the information available on this website and 

updates the information regularly. Before relying on the information on this site, however, users should carefully evaluate its 

accuracy, currency, completeness and relevance for their purposes.  The National Biodiversity Data Centre cannot guarantee and 

assumes no legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, currency or completeness of the information.

To assist the Centre in the provision of high quality information, should you identify an error in any of the information provided, 

please notify the Centre and every effort will be made to rectify the error.

Custom flowering plant Yarrow (Achillea millefolium) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Yellow Iris (Iris pseudacorus) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom flowering plant Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus) 2 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom horsetail Field Horsetail (Equisetum arvense) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom horsetail Marsh Horsetail (Equisetum palustre) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database

Custom horsetail Water Horsetail (Equisetum fluviatile) 1 19/05/2009 Species Data from the National 

Vegetation Database


